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Abstract

In Fengxiong Village, Yanchao District, Kaohsiung City, there is an old place name
known as “Wuguipu” (lit. “Black Ghost Plain”). Qing-period documents also record
“Wuguipu Mountain” and “Wuguipu Pond,” and the 1904 Taiwan Fort Map further
marks two settlements, “Lower Wuguipu” and “Upper Wuguipu,” indicating a period of
population growth. Even today, local elders retain the memory of these two
communities.

The earliest belief system in Yanchao originated from the worship of the “Stone God”
by the Plains Indigenous Peoples. The present-day Fenglong Marshal Temple in
Fengxiong Village is considered a transformed continuation of this indigenous faith.
According to temple records, a legend recounts that the Stone Buddha manifested as a
group of “Black Ghosts” who protected the community and assisted in repelling bandits.
The credibility of this legend and its historical context constitute one of the key issues
explored in this study.

This research draws on Dutch colonial and Qing-period documents to trace references
to “Wuguipu / Black Ghost” in southern Taiwan, and incorporates field investigations of
the remaining sites in Wuguipu, Yanchao. The study shows that Ind Kanori visited
Yanchao as early as August 1900 and recorded sites such as the “Black Ghost Well,”
“Black Ghost Indigenous Site,” and “Black Ghost Bridge.” Using newly discovered
historical materials and field data collected in 2025, this study examines whether traces
of the so-called “Black Ghost” still exist in the region, reconstructs the development of
local settlements, and offers preliminary interpretations regarding the variations in
Black Ghost legends and the possible identity of the associated communities.
Keywords: Wuguipu (Black Ghost Plain), Black Ghost Well, Black Ghost Bridge,
Stone God
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