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Abstract

While space is a common ground in human coginition and activities, (re)presentation of
gpatia information are very much loaded with subjective interpretation and national powers.
As a result, public participatory spatica information processings inherits aspects of
knwoledge deconstruction, subjectivity, democracy and power liberating. With growing ICT
and the Internet, production and consumption of spatical information as well as its
applications in commercial sectors prevail. However, for public participation, it is serverely
constrained, especialy in term of spatial information processing technology and barriers of

costs and useability in commercia GIS.

The case is dightly relieved with the popularity of Google Map. Nonetheless, concerns
about data interchangeability and analyzability are still valid. The open source QGIS, with
basic features and 3“-party community supported extensions, seems a good fit for use in
community and NPO. The release of Chinese verison further invites, particularly, practical
interest for promoting applications of spatial information and its use at the domestic and

community levels.

Knowing the lack of domestic application case, the authors report a primitive experience
derived from participating in the scenario workshop on the industry zones along the Salty
River. To facilitate informed spatial visualization in this public participatory activity, we

extract part of the data prepared for the workshop into spatial presentation using QGIS.
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A questionnaire is delivered to help understand how attendants actually perceive and
respond towards such a provision. As the case experience revealed, we like to point out the
synthetic power of the open source software movement and community-level public affairs,
with their complimentary yet compatible socail interests. And we also look forwards to more

cases to shed lights for more effective processes and operations at the community level.

Keywords: Spatial Information, Geographic Information Systems, QGI S, Open Source
Software, National Digital Archive, Salty River Industry Zones, Public I ssues,
Scenario Wor kshop
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