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Takeshi Hamashita is a distinguished economic
historian of Asia. His professional experience
included lectureships in the Faculty of Economics in
Hitotsubashi University and at the Institute of Oriental
Culture of the University of Tokyo. He rose to head
the Institute of Oriental Culture over the period
1996-98. He subsequently assumed a professorship at
the Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto
University and later at Ryukoku University. In 2007,
Hamashita was appointed as Professor and Dean of
the School of Asia-Pacific Studies, Sun Yat-Sen
University, Guangzhou.

Researching and lecturing in the Japanese, Chinese, and English languages, Professor
Hamashita has worked on banking history in China, remittance practices among
Chinese and Indian overseas communities, the tea trade, treaty port networks. In
addition, he engages with wider regional histories of Asia, including how the
traditional modes of East Asian international interaction have affected modern Asia.
In more recent years, he has concentrated on the study of maritime networks in Asia
and has been heavily involved in research on Ryukyu as well as its major historical
source -- the Rekidai Hoan. He serves on the “The Rekidai Hoan [Lidai Baoan]”
Editorial Board under the Okinawa Prefectural Board of Education.



