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Abstract

The Importance of Spatial Thinking in Social Sciences

This paper will argue that the inclusion of a spatial dimension to research in the social
sciences is both timely and necessary. It literally adds a new dimension to the social
sciences.

The inclusion of a spatial dimension in the social sciences was, in the past, limited by
access to tools for spatial analysis, sparse digital data of the spatial component, and
appropriate techniques for spatial analysis of social processes. All this has changed.
We now live in a data rich environment and we need to use all the tools available for
making the most of this opportunity.

This paper will also briefly address some of the techniques and processes of spatial
analysis of social data.
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