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Lo 9 september 1958, .ir Task rorce Thirteen () was
sdvieod that ‘Jonah ible' (F«l(4's) weuld arrive on 12 eptems-
ber 1958,  iter preluminary plans had been aevniop»d ior the
logistical support of the unit, a nessage arrivea auvising that
the unit woul.i arrive oo 10 .-m],umbc; Li>8,

The first support aircraft arrived from Jlark .ir Basc
h*huippmenj- with support sguipaient at appruulmnfdy 1400 hours,
iU septomber 1956, . small cadre of oilicers anu airmen, .lnduu-
ing ao acrial ~art ieawn, with the all m# omn'oi the _hineas .ir
Force, arranged to accept the first increment of the dnpl-luﬂu uaits
which arrived at -npprn.-:matﬂy 4UiU hours, My september 1958,

w=9T's and _<l24's, containing aircraft, equipment and per-
sonnel, comtinued to arrive at jour hour intervals through 15 Sepe
tember 1958, Two husdred and siuty augmentation support personnel
irom Fifth iz Force had previcualy arrived om 14 Ssptember 1958,
Tao Yuan was a complete crash pregram, as no prios logistical
preparatisn had been accomplished.

Much of the suppert equipment, such as five trucks, jeeps and

6xb's irem Fifth ..ir Force arrived in rirr poor comiition. swpplies
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4DG cther support iteme auch as cots, blankets, sheets, etc.,
appeared to be auequate for fiold conuditions. The whinose .ir
iorce ing at Tav Yuan rendered magnificient support although
their capability was lunited, onlya amall hangar and a quonsct~
type varchouse wos made avallable to support the united states
\r L ofce unit, o troop ROuSIny was proviicu except 4 small
inacequate hostal, The primary deficiency was the insufficient
lead time proviucu Lo perait proper preparstion ol support
iacalities.

Tao Yualh 1irf Sasd bau act Deen sol.dulew (o Fuceive any
units uRder Uperatiun:z ilaa 25-58, That base started out with
very few facilities cn hand, It was the most hurried of the crash
projecta due to the great urgency. Funded J41 projects totalled

#97, 560,

FoackldIles MabDe aVak.oBiz BY oilheos AlR FOlhws.

v ithin their capabilities the _hincse were most cooperative
in providing facilities. That aia was of great assistance in getting

the troops accomineiated during the difficult initial phase. The

oi the combat units for assistance and passing them on to the
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hingse ir Force. Fortumaiely, good runvays were in place.
specific facilities were: Hunways, tARL VWY S, m. revet-
monts, navigational aids, hangar space, limited comununications,
power, PUL source, munitions storage ares, quondet bullding,
limitea hostel space, limitea fire and crash services, limited

refuching service.

PR TY FaulelTd BT AU STION AT TaAL TU AN,

pasic constructivn was by local contrictors using in same
instances, local materialu. Jue to the press of time and lack of
trained engineering perconnel, plans and specifications were
miniraal, Frequent inspections auring construction vere necessary
in oruer to get the job accomplished properly. The necessity for
Lnmediste construction precluded some of the normal adminis-
trative tunctions. That procedure nacessitated 4 ‘clean up' period
for tying loose onds together and making sure all paper work was in
arder. In addition, follow-up pregrams would be required, such as
winterisation of the tents, installation of steves, improvement of
area layout, etc. Future constrection will be documented prior to
construction. Additional construction work was scheduled to be

initiatesd at Tao Yuan.
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AUrrCRT FaclvlTles CONSTAUCTED AT THL YU AN,

~Aapport facllities constructea at Tao Yusa were: tent frames,
latrines, Jining hall, supply, well and water tank, tacfical headi-
guarters anu persomnel squipment, alert crew, aircraft maintenance.

Those itemns totaled 397, 500 of 341 funas.

FHANNG G SUNSTRULTIUN AT 1AL YUAN,

The phasing of construction at .Tio Yuan was begun on ~eptember
16, 1956 and would Cﬁﬂin-l-lﬂ until completed. .onstructien was to be
made for operational units in place aad for support units in place,
—arge plane delivery of equipinent was ic.htd.!llta for delivery on

14 eptember 1956,

-

SMEFLY AT Tal YU,

The F-lud . woF unit was supported directly from the .ene of
interior uader the ' sapons Support I rocedure.

The inittal method of requisitioning on the - capoms System
Frocedurs was by T «» X, which was uareliable, slow and incompatible
with current iaMeidlectronic Data Processing System. Om Uctober
20, aler detalled arrangements had been made by SAMAP,

nmmwmmmmnrmmhm

SECRET




SECRET
one o ioterior . Noae capon systeru aircrail were supported irom

tacir home aases by [+ x, radphooe aad courier service.

Wl e sUPEl Y o FF s TiVolass,

ine i =lid depluyed with a range of support spaces Jdeveloped
by past experiences at (lamilton .ir S4se. .uo sircrait were not
programmead for overzeas deployment. The sapport Table was only
oV percent complete upon Jeployment.

The initial T =lU4 wwoi'f vF o rates werle excessive. carly
receipt of critical ite:ns oy air, hovever, aiued I Teduciog tiu rate
well below the <l rate. .onunercial air parcel post jor small
pacikages way used catensively and eifectively. p
The air resupply system was not tested sufliciently under mn{

tained comnbat coniitions to accurately guage efizctiveness.

ST AT AND HUUBLELLFING cUPPUAT.
rlousekeeping supplies vere shupped by L.ubi o to sach base
with back-up stocks to the support supply point at Taiman, Jommon

support items available in stocks at Tainua were distributed teo the

baaes,
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geographical location information, uelayed receipt of supplins from
.1 sources.
Fuildication by S MAFP of a general guidance brochure including
address injormation, was of lavaluable assistance in directing mis-

routed shipmients to proper destinatioa,

BASE FAuLlLITIe S,

sgorage Facilities

Location B-nnh wallone Type
tn Base 16, 286 684, @2 JPed
S Base 43, GUL 1,806, 009 IPed
TUTAL: 59, 286 2, 490, G2
Fill stands
v umber Fuel GPM
2 P4 150200 sach

MAINTENANC: ,

The on-island transportation, augmented by ;,-xar'ﬁ PacihF
air liRk has been gensrally adequate.

Lack of vehicular traasportation and suppert equipment was
initially acute, and ia some cases remained s0. Cemmarcial cone

mmmpmmnm Tao Yuan and Taiped.
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. Harold L, Brown, Commander, Tao Yuan Air Base,

Left to Right, Behind Desk: Major William C, Rateliffe,
Bare Fxecutive Officer; Li, Col, Harcld L, Brown, Base
Commander; Major Anthony V, Scimeca, Materiel Officer,
In front of Desk: M/Sgt Bobbie R, York.
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Constructisn of Reeds, Tao Yuan Air Bese,
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Jterior Siot of e, OOTLIBE aa —r‘-'! ent

Ta: Tusn Alr base,
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M, 5t H.M Hagheri and ¥r, W,1,I, Ward,

Group Shot of Supervisors: (Kneeling, Left to Right):
T/Sgt F, Berber, T/Sgt R, Kea, T/Sgt R, Kennedy;
(Standing, Left to Right): M/Sgt I.H, Terry, M/Sgt B.R.
York, M/Sgt F.C. Jones, M/Sgt E,C. Welsinger, and

M/Sgt H.M, Wagner,
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Interior Shot of Tac Yuan FX,
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Exterlor View of New Operations Building
Tac Yuan Alr Base,
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Umder Consiructisn Srown in Baoderourd.,

Digping of Well , Tao Yuan Air Base,
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First Sergeant, M/Sgt 3.z, York, voing
Servirg Lire at Noon Meal,

Tao Yuan Air BDase,

T/Sgt R.%, Kennedy from 6041st Air
Base Group, Johnson Air Hase, Japan,
Washing his Mess Kit in Rainwater,
as M/Sgt James H, Tarry, NCOIC of
Mese Hall Looks Onm,

- UECI4SSIFIND \n-q'
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Shot Taken in Kitchen of Mess Hall Showing Personnel
Roemnisitimed from Different 2ir Sares to Compose the
Food Service Snuadron for Tas Yuen Air Bece,

Fersonnel Washing Trays in Rainwater, Facing “amrre
is T/Spt R.E, Kennedy.

YRCLissTPTED ' oy




Mer Being Served at Noon Chow, Fersomnel Sarving are
Lert to Right): A/2C Clarence Smith, 6L1st Food Service

Sguadroen; A/2C James J, McDonald, 6214th Food Service
Sv.adrony ard A/20 James . A, Nobie, also of the 6214th Food
“orvice Squadron, Among those Being Se~ved is Mr, W.T.T,

r.;_.l’

third from left,
PHCL&SSIFIEI 0




Squadron, Orderly Foom Personnel.




ICLASSIFIED

Major leo D, Cave, Operations Officer (Jeft), amd Lt. Col, John V, Bennett,
Comander (right), Standing Inside F-10f Hangar. .



Sl K UNCLASSIFIED
rd righter interceptor Squedron, Iac Iuan Alr Base, L&
¥.2. Brady, Adjutant, F10/A Starfighter Squadron and 1st Sgt Ha
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Surrly Area, F=104A Hangar,

, left to right, A/2C C, Dunn, Carpt, M.V,
=11, and T/Sgt Williams; seated, 4/1C J.V. Shew,

F-104s on Flight Line,

¥xcrassrerey \?

.%—h




- W

e e "' ]

\

Flight Line,

hlrer:©t Being Refueled,

Saigivionn
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+ wnllen, Laroy Wentzei, ard 1st Lt, G,E, D:;.’:s.
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Exterior View of °ffigers! Quarters

v Frvme A2 e s
I ) -'r"-i‘-lh RiI Ja58,

Intericr View of Officers' Quarters Showing One of the
Rooms,
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HSIN CHU AIR BASE
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Holb CHU AIR BAss

BACKUGROUND,

At & meeting at Tao Yuan on 14 September 1758, it was decided
to survey the facilitics at iisin Chu and devalop an air base complex
with the capabilities cf receiving a camplete F-860 Squadron and
support 4 base population of approsimately >U0 people. Cn l5 Septeme-
ber 1938 a survey of Hisin Chu was conducted and a plan developed
ior building that factlity. .. group coosisting of one officer, four
installation men and six supply men arrived at ilsin Chu on 17 Sep-
tember to begin construction. - Jdeadine was established to have
the facility ready by 27 september, on which date & F-86's froem |
vhai Yi rooved into position and assumed alert status, Um 29 Sep-
tember, ¢ F=4J's of the Martin Unit at i’ing Tung, arrived to assume
alert comunitments, on a rotational basis. That Martin Unit did not
remain overnight untll approximately Il Uctober when 4 F-4J's -
crews, and limited support personnel were stationed at Hein Chu on
A permanent basis,

The Chinese lr Force wWing at Hain Chu provided magnificent
aupport, mumhmumm_mm-m
rendering other logistical support. Two-thirds of a large hangas

GECRET 4




was made immediately avallable plus one building and three 30'x0d’
coversd revetunents. . hoetel on the base capable of handling a
mindmwn of 6U poople was opened for the use of the United :tates
«Jir Force. (nly ten days was needed to conestruct that facility. s
a rasult it was completely prepared to accept operational units when
they arrived and to further sustain them in cperation,

.t Hain Lhu low comstruction costs vere realized, - modern
cement block latrine was comstructed for .5, 872, or 52,358 per
square foot, - total of 34,425 of 34l money was funded for that

base,

FACDITILS Maldl ~¥4
v ithin their upahil:tﬁn the Chinese were moet cooperative ia
providing facilities. That was of great unMu in getting the
troops accomnrnodated during the difficult initial phase. The {\MT‘I
were of considerable assistance hm.hmdm
combut umits for assistence and pussing thern on 10 the Chinese Alr
Foxce, Fortumately, good runways were in place. Specific
facllities were: runway, tamivays, hardstands, spen revetmments,
officer hostel space, luu;:dm. Mmited Are and crash

service, PUL sowrces, pewer, waler, and munitiens sterage space.
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SUPPORT FACILITY CONSTRUCTION,

Basic constructiss was by local contractors using, in some

instances, local materials. UCue to the press of time and lack of
trained engineering persennel, pllni and apecifications were
minimal, Inspecticas, frequently accomplished during construction,
were necessary in order to get the job dome. The necessity for
irmmediate construction precluded some of the normal adminis-
trative niceties, That action necessitated a 'ciesan~up'' period

to insure all plpn' work was ln order, In addition, Innuw-up pro-
grams are required, such a¢ winterization of the teats, installation
of stoves, improvemont of arca layouts, etc, 11l future projects
will be fully documented before construction begins, Additienal

facilities were to be initiated at Hain Chu on 17 September 1958,

SUPPORT FACILITIES CONSTRUCTED:

support facilities censtructed at Hein Chu were tent pads and
frames, latvines, kitchem, dining hall, water tank, tactical head-
quarters and pereenal equipmnent, alert crow shack, rehab revet-
ment for kitchen, Tocket storage, and supply. Those items tetaled
$38, 423,00 of 341 funde,

The phasing of construction at Heln Chu was bogua September

SEGRET
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12, 1950 and would comtinue until cempleted, Cemstruction was to
be made for eperational waits in place and far suppert units in
place. Construction was scheduled to begia on eptember 17, 1958
(approcimate date). Cargo plane delivery ol equipment was

scheduled ior September 22, 1958,

SUPPLY AT HSIN ClHU,

Adrcrast Resupgly.

The Fe86D ACAF umit (¢ alrcraft) was supported directly frem
the unit's home base (Clark air Base, Fhilippines). That aircraft
ﬁnﬁ-mm‘cmtndﬂ-dinmun. cansequently can-~
siderable theater suppert capability existed.

Ascras Revupply Etfoctivenses,

The Feib AQCF/ANFE rate was well below narmal and for
extended periods of thme was sero. |

MATS backiogs at Travie Air Base iﬂlﬂillw.ﬂ seme
priovity itemas, The delay, hewever, did net appreciably alfsct
the alrcrafl 's la-coomnissisn rate. lm“pﬂlﬁhhm

sortis rales.

‘I‘haﬁwrm-u“w-‘dﬂrm
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sustained combat canditions to accurately guage effectiveness.

ATATION AND HOUSKEKEEPING 5U PPORT,

Housekeeping suppliss were shipped by 54MAF te each base
with back-up stocks to the support supply poiat at Tainan, Common
support items available in stocks at Tainan were distributed to the

base,

MISOIRECTED SHIPMERTS,

lack of proper marking snd labeling information, including
gedgruphical location information, delayed receipt of supplies from
21 souzrces,

Mnunw&mw'd-.-.mpmm imclud-
ﬂmwmdwﬂ-uﬂmhm
misrouted shipments to praper destinations,

BASE I'JLCMM" -
Hala Che Aly Bese.
Lscatien Barzels Callems Tmpe
On Base 4, 760 199,920 JP=4
. 594 A, 000 100/130
it Base I, 280 599, 760 JPed
13,90 549, 780 196/130
Lo 338 usnes
TOTAL: 33,820 « 1,438, 440 '
SECORF
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FilL Stands .
Number Fusl GEPM
2 JP-4 200 each
1 100/13C 250
1 n5/145 250 (located at

Jtorage Farm)

VETROLLUUM PRCOUCTS SUPPLY,

The petroleum supply system: om Taiwan is cwned and con-
trolled by the Chinese Government. Under the termns of the
Rochester ngreement, the Chiness Goverament agreed to support
the United Jtates iir ¥orce through their system when such support
wad within their mmaium-ﬁﬁmmnn
rwu;—h. The U,5, Alr Ferce, therveiore, does not own or
Mmmm-'hi“ but utilises the Chinese
system which serves the Chinses ..ir Feorce.

Sebne] A




FEIPT™




| T

TR s mET Ty,
Sl

Exterior View of Day Room, Chin Chu Air Base,

Side View of Day Foom. On Right Side of Picture
261h FPighter Planes,
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Beer Stand Inside Day Room
Chin Chu Air Base

mll.ﬂﬁ'*[r.




rTeTETTIFTED

MCLASSIFIER



UNCLASSTPIRD

.'.:i

Ixterier View of Mess Hall, Chin Chu Air RBase, for-
merly & Japanese "Setty" Concrete Hangar,

Interior View of Mess Hall,
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Men Tating licon Yeal Insl'de lew Mesp Eall, Lhin Chu “ir
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sase, lormerly & "pelily” Cororete damemy pooLl 5 lhe
CEFAnrse during ~orll war o,
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First Refrigeration Unit Being Delivered to New Mess
Hall,
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" Medical Toom, {hir Chu Air Basse,

Men Washing Mess Kits Outside of Mess Hall, Chin Chu
Air Base,
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Two Views of Tent City at Chin Chu hir Base
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CHAI YI AIR BASE

BACKGROUND,

m&-mrmrmmrlm;uhﬁmiun
of F-86D" from Clark Air Base. nuthMd.bmuplneo
ene month, On 4 September 1958, the F-100 unit came in to Chai
Yi. Thsre was & cadre of suppert personnel on the base at the
time. However, a crash ﬁrqnmmmutu-dhm L
bafracks buildings and messing facilities. Tents and pads had to
be erected, alert shacks, commander's hﬂﬁllﬂﬁ&.mﬁp
constructed to support the fighter unit. Su‘--gﬂr. llw
dhr-ﬁmﬁtmrthﬂlrkMrhnlﬂlhhm-
ﬂrlrnhlmdumi'ﬂﬂﬂi‘fwlﬂl. I!Mﬂ-.
these aircraft were transferrved to Hsin Chu. _

Sapport equipmant te satisfy the axpanded requirements was
airlifted frem Clark Air Base. Chai Yi was capabie of accommo-
dating United States Alr, Force aireraft as it had bosn used for
rotational squadrons for the past twe years. There had beea no
priex preparation to suppert mare than ene squuiren. Huhﬂlu
augmsntation suppert parsemmel wiilizsed were en TDY status frem
Fifth Air Ferecs. | '

SECRET




Funded prejects for Chia Yi totaled $65, 790 of 341 funds.

FACILITIES MADE AVAILABLE BY CHINKESE Atl FORCE,
Within their capabilities ﬁ;m-mnnncwﬂ

in providing facilities. That was of great assistance in getting
the treeps accommodated during the difficult initial phase. The
ABAT's m.tmﬁhﬂouﬂmmm&.m-h
of the combat units for assistance and passing them en to the
Chinese Air Force. Fortunately, good runways were in place.
Specific facilities available at Chai Yi were: 2 runway, taxiways,
hardstands, revetments, navigational aids, hangar, twe ware-
houses, twe barracks, twe latrines, an administration buildiang,
dining hall space, limited communications, limited fire and crash

service, pswer, POL supply, water, and a munitions storage ares,

SUPPFORT YA .

mmmhlﬂmmh-m
instances, local matarials. Dus to the press of time and lack of
trained persemnel, plans and specifications were minimal, Inspec-
tian during construciien was necessary in exdar to got the missien
accomplished. Ths necessity for immediate construction procinded

SEERET
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some of the acrmal administrative functiens. Such actions necessi-
tated a "clean up" peried at a later date te ses that all paper work
was in erder. In additien, fellow-up programs were required, such
as winterizatien of the tents, installation of steves, improvemaent of
area layouts, etc. All fulure cemstructien projects are sched-iled
for full decumentatien before constructien will begin, Construction

of additienal required facilities was initiated on 6-12 September.

SUPPORT FACILITIES CONSTRUCTED,

Suppert facilities cmw:t Chai Yi were tent pads and
frames, communications sparatiens building, tactical headquarters,
persenal equipment building, an alert shack, reckst assembly,

- kitchen and dining hall. Thu.I items totalled $65, 790.00 of 34l

funds .

PHASING OF CONSTRUCTION AT CHAI YL,

The phasiag of censtruction at Chai Yi began on 1 September
1958 sad would centinue until completed. Cemstruction was to be
m&hm-mumunmmmnm.
Carge plane delivery of equipment hbegan on 4 Septembar 1958,
STATICN AND NOUSEXEEFING SUPPORYT .

SEAWEED assets in place at Chai Yi were used to advantage.




Range of support as well as quantities were generally satisfactory

for Chai Yi en an austere basis. No provisions were ever made,

however, for additional Taiwan deployments.

Housekeeping supplies were shipped by SAMAP to each base

with backup stocks to the support supply point at Tainan, Commom

support items available in stocks at Tainan were distributed to the

base.

MISDIRECTED SHIPMENTS,

Lack of proper marking and labeling information, including

geographical location infarmation, delayed receipt of supplies from

Z1 sources.

BASE FACILITIES AT CHAI Y1 AIR BASE,

Sterage Facilities

Location Barrals Gallons
o Base 16, 595 696,990
1,190 40, 980
Total: 17,785 746,970
Number Tusl
2 - P-4
1 ' 100/130
MAINTENANCE,

Type

JT =4
100/130

150-200 each.
200 sach

The PACAY deployed aircraft are maintained by ths home base.

SECRET
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The F-100 CASF aircraft are maintained by Kzadena Air Force Base,
Okinawa. Engine changes, however, were accomplished in the field.
Vehicle maintenance was & serious problem. Contractual
arrangements were made with Civil Air Transport to cover field
maintenance at Tainan and Taipei. (Chai Yi for a while was con-
sidered an auxiliary base and was attached to Tainan). Contract

coverage for generators was also arranged through Civil Air

h“m.

TRANSPORTATION.
The oa-island transportation, augmented by CASF and PACAF
was eml.duﬁ generally adequats.

mmummmm:wmm
initially acute, and remained so te a degree throughout the year.
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Commander Lt. Colonel G,V, Lamb Seated Behrind His
Desk at the Orderly Foom, Chia Yi fir Base,

Group Shot of Supervisors: (Front Row, Left to Right):
T/Set A.C. Bolen, POL; S/Sgt F,P, Pushard, Food Service;
T/Sgt J.F. Necessary, Fire Dept,; S/Sgt J.T. Jones,
Installations Engin}?aring Office (IFO); and T/Sgt C.J,
Rivet, IFO, (Back Yow, Left to Right): M/Sgt Tyler
;Bt igt.é Wfiigt g;’; Watts, Motor Pool; 5/Sgt M.M, Bene i
roo u s J.R |
Laabs, 501‘:"Rhy&m.g;tarﬁ T}éﬂ&rﬁt.’k m+;imiw R{Ja i
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6214th Air 3ase Sauedron, Orderly Room
‘Left to Right): A4/2C F.D, Theis, Clerk;

gy, Clek; 3/Sgt D.T, Vincent, Chief
v 8et G,F, Tvlser, First Sergeant,

Interior Shct of 6214ith Air Base Sauadron Orderly
Foom with (Left to Right): 1Lt, Cel, G.,M, Lamb and
M/Sgt G, F. Tyler,

UNCLASSIFIED




Tﬁn_,,"""j?‘_’d?n .

388th Tactieal Fighter Squadron Mobile Dispensary

Left to Right: Lt, Col, G.M, Lamb and Mr, W,T,T.Wsrd.

Lt, Col, G.M, Lamb an' A/1C J.,C, Shields (Left to
Right) Viewing Supplies Inside Medical Tent.

‘6x
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1st Lieutenant Yuriock, Imetalla’ i-ns Tnsineer,

Chow Hall at Chia-Yi Air Base,




“irst Sergeant M,

sirmen's and

v ‘dw Tgan
Ji o all ZHEE

Nofi=-

Exterisr Viaw of Airmen's and Non-Commissioned Offi-

g,

cera! Burks =t Chia Y1 Air Zase,
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ing Hirself with a Cu;
hia=Yi Alr

L/2C Torrez Help

ok el e ;o ) 1F
ch e eck of Mess

Men Fating Outside the Mess Hall, Chia~¥Yi Air Base,
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Chia-7i Adr zase Tiewed wagt of Madical Tent,
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Ti{rst Sergeant M/Sgt Tyler washing hands in latrine
at one of the bunks in Ck! -7 Air Base, Water is
not safe for drinking,

M/Sgt Tyler walking into another Airmen's bunk at
Chia-Yi Air Base,
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Left to Might: 1st Lt. J.C. Few, A/1C A, Cioci,
S/Sgt J, Melver, A/1C J, Williams, A/3C R.O, leos,
A/2C J.F, Norwood, and Capt, R, Desomer,
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TAIHAN ALR BDASE

BACKGRUUND, _

The 16th Fighter >quadron arrived at I‘M at 1400 hours,
29 August 1958, The unit oquipment and perscunel started to ar-
rive the next day. i equipment was recoived in good condition,

Personnel wore housed in the Martin Facility Bullding.
Lmlnn. and shower facilities were constructed soon after the are
rival of the squadron. .n agreement was made between the 602d
Zagineers and the 624th ir Base Group for the occupancy of newly
constructed buwldings upon completion, In the interim, additional
TOY personnel were housod in the Supply bullding and mess hall.
Base supply requeats for beds and bedding were airlifted irom
il d e

SEAWELD equipment available at Tainan was shared with other
bases until requested cquipment arrived frem >AMAF and Thirteonth
Alr Feece. That project consisted mainly of vehicles and groumd
handling squipment, Special projects of that nature should be
included in all febure AT-MAAG plans.

The Chinses Alr Fevce base sl Tainea was readily abie to

:’,;_uﬂi‘-{
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accornmodate USAF units since that base bad been used for rotational
units during the past two and one-half years.

$62, 900 of 341 money was funded fer construction projects in
addition to MCP projects under construction by Company 4, -802d
Engineer Battalion,

Coustruction of MCP items was unavoidably slowed by necessity
of occupying existing buildings before they were completed. Many of
the Butler buildings were corroded. They were of World war Il vin-
tage. Plastic toilets used in latrines had been in boxes since 1943 and
were cracked and unsanitary. They were also of inferier design.

Maintenance cost in the coming years should be high,

FACILITIES MADE AVAILABLE BY CHINESE AIR FORCE,

Within their capabilities the Chinese wore most cosperative in
providing facilities. That was of pntul:llh_w:- in getting the
troops acceqmmdltod during the difficult initial phase. The A_IAT'-
were of considerable assistance in monitering the requests of the
combat umits ﬁrnm-mmh-hm Chinsse Air
Force. Fortcuately, geod ruaways wers in place. Specific facilities
available u Tainan were: rumways, taxivays, hard stands, revet-
ments, navigatienal aids, hanger space, Mcmm limited

SEGRET
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comununications, power, UL supply, and maintenance storage

'S A

sUPPLY FACILITY CUNS

Basic conatruction was by local contractors, usiag in some
instances local materials. Uue to the press of time and lack of
. trained engineering perscanel, plans and specificitions were

minimal. Inlpactlnn-duﬂng construction had to be done in order
_to properly accomplish the job. The necessity for immediate
comstruction precluded many administration formalities. That
action necessitated a 'clean-up" peried of making sure that all
paper work was in order. In addition, follow-up programs are
required, such as winterization of area layouts, etc, All future
prejects were being fully decumented before coastruction began,
additional construction on aeeded facilities was in progress on

1 September 1958,

SUPPORY FACILITIES CONSTAUGTED.

Suppert facilities constructed st Tainan Alr Base were
Tactical lissdquarters and pevoenal oquipment, Tockst assembly,
communication operatians, -ﬁpﬂm déming hall,
tout frames and a dermitery. These items tetuled $62, 900, of

S ire-
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3l jands,

The phasing of construction at Teinan iir Base was in pro-
cees on 1 September 1758 and would continue until completed, -
. -omstruction was to be made for operational units in place and for

suppart units io place, _argo plane delivery of equipment was in
oporation | september 1756,

JUPFLY AT TALWAN IR BASE,

The F=B6u"' FaunF unit received direct support from its
home baae in Naba,

28 FeBtD's were the type aircraft curreatly deployed in the
area there was coasequenily, considerable theatre suppert
capability.

[ LY & o 2N By

The F-86 ACCP/ ANFE vates wore well balow normal, and

for satended perieds the yate was serve.

Househoaping supplios were shigped by 54MAP t0 each base '
with back-up séocks te the suppert supply peiat ot Tainea, Commen

SELRES
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support items available were distributed to the base.

MISDIRECTED SHIPMENTS,
Lack of proper marking and labeling informatian, including
geographical lecation information, delayed receipt of supplice from

L] sources.

BASE FACGLLITICS AT TAINAN AIR BASE,

Storage Facilities,
Location Bi.rr-d: Gallons m
Un Base 14, 760 619, 920 15/145
Uif Base 13,430 504, 060 IPed
TOTAL: 26,190 - 1,183, 980
Fill stands
2 IPed 200225 each
1 15/145 250
MAINTENANGE,

mPAmWMmehmm.
Eagine changes, however, were accamplished in the fleld.

Vehicle maintenance was & serious proeblsm. Contractual
arrangements were made with Civil Alr Transpert te cover field

Skunei
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maintenance at Tainan and Talpel., lLemtract coverage ior gemerators
was also arranged through Civil Air Transport. The close assocli-
ation of AT with the UsAF effort was considered a unigue asset m

the iskawnd,

TRANSFORTATICH.

The on-island transportation, augmented by CASE and PACSAF
aircraft was generally adoguate.

Lack of vehicular trm&u and support eguipment was

initiaily acute nw:iu:_nmm casas still were, at the end of the year.
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Colonel Flirg, 7 -ander, Talman Air Base, Briefing Officers.’
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\Left to Bight): OCart,
- -~ F - § o
Cffierr; 5/5gt T4, Til

Clearance Clerk,

5,7, Petroski, Afministretive
lmen; A/2C J.H, Horton,
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Interior Shot of Library at Talran,
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arirg Noon Fnal are H,/Sgt L.R. Goss, Non-Commis«
rpe (left], ar"i SPS C.B, Lewis,.

AP
wificer in
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T Cua, Lewis, A/3C 5., Jomes
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sew Chow Hall, Tainan Alr Base,

L Rats NN it

Pr-paring Noon Meal are [rom left to right: S/sgt L.?.
dindnam, M/Sgt L,B, Goss, SP5 C,B. Lewis, ed A/3C S.M

Jores,
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Construstisn of lcads &t Tainan by Air Force Fersonnel,

Feal A

Constructicn of Roads at Tainan by Army Fersonnel,

UNCLASSIPIND




URCLASSIFIED

Construstisn of Foads &t Taindn by Air Force Fersonnel,

Constructicn of Roads at Teinan by Army Fersonnel,
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View Shawing 26th Fighter Sauedron Flanes in
Flight Line.
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Grour Shot ool fmpament Section, 268th Tactical Mirsilaes Squadren, Tainan Alr Base,
e sutteir in Charge - faptadn Hareld 0, Colkins (first from left)e E
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L/1C R.D, Kesor and T/Sgt M.D. Underwood standing
in front of Missile Nose Cones,

Missiles Maintenance Shop

"Tainan®, November 1, 1958,
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Left Side of Maintenance Shop in Hangar
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Chow Hall in Missile Field.
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.aunching "ads, Tminan Adr Sase,

Missile Tormaticn,
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Missile Control Bunker,
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WU CHI AIR STATION

The 507th Communications and Contral Unit meved 26 miles
from Taichung with the first squipment and personne] arriviag co
18 September 1958. This organization was supposediy self-
sufficient. After an imspection by this headquarters, it was found
that many camp facilities were required. Vehicle equipment had
to hcfurnhhu from Tainan. By the eud of October the total re~
quired vehicles had not arrived, which caused shertage both at
Taiman and Wu Chi. The camp was net located om a Chinese air
Force base, but had beea built in a wood along the seucosst oo
Chinese govermment owned preperty. Oms of the deficiencies in
the movemnsnt of this organisation was the landing of C-124's oa
Kuag Kwung, which was not an eperational base, The last three
C~l24's had te land at Chai Y1 and the equipmaent trucked 50 miles
to the base. The C-l30's wiilized were able to land at Taichuag
is.h-hn.l | | _

The site was located on a large tidal Slat extending about one
mils at low tide. The water tadie was enly four 10 six feet deep in

this area. This made both water and sewage disposal problems

1. Commander’s briefing - " Wu Chi Air Statien"
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mast difficult as it was difficult to get rid of the sewage without
contaminating the water, \Water at that area was also brackish at
most depths. Water had to be hauled seven miles at that time.
Thhnsmnmnﬂcdﬂummﬁ:ﬂihuuadhyhnk
of engineering help in selecting sites. Censtructiocn includsd 41
tent pads and frames, a latrine, a water system, alectric dis-
m-ptm.mmm ;ndlm-mnlhvﬂch
-Minﬂuumdﬂ!.mhnmm.udm

roughly estimated at $200. per man housed,
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REDEFLOYMENT

v hen the Tﬁm situation reached such a statc that with-
drawal of United #tates forces seemed feaniblc, questions arose
at high level as to the manner of accomplisbing that deployment.
Gn that issoe therco ware difierences of opinion between the Jom-
masder-in-Chiel, Exciflc, (CINCPAC), and the Commandar,
Uuited States Alr Forces, Fau:ﬁlc {CINCPACAF), which wers
being worked out as the year emded. It was clear from the corres-
poncience between those two officers that both recogniszed the va-~
predictability of the Chinese Communist action and both felt that
the state of affairs on Taiwan did net jutiﬁ centinuing the current
commitment of United States augmentation forces on ';l'dm.l

On 25 Noveambar 1938, General Kuter made certain proposals
te CINCPAC which would constitute a systematic svacuation of Alr
Fovce slemsnts {rem the Natiemalist bastion. In the words of
Admiral Felt, whom General Kuter queted, the recommendations
M reflected the demonsirated capability of the Nationalist Alr
Torce agalast recent eppesition. adeence of current need for escert
of alr resupply, improved alr defeuse capebility since introduction

’

1. Menegraph, Fifth Aly Ferce in the Talwas Stzaits Crisis of 1958,
k- | Dec 38, .’&!G' m ’1" .
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of Nike battalions and Sidewinder, and necessity for United States
units to resume nermal training and operation. ™

At the sarae time, .m-l Fealt expressed concern over the
"peolitical-paychalogical aspects'' of rell-up and his belief that the
prosent relaxation of temsion ia the stralts vas due in part to the
United States and Government of the Republic of China (GRC)
military posturs .z |

He anticipated thag the phase-down would be exploited by the
Reds as evidence that the United States was ueing mqﬂr a3 the
Reds predicted, and he foresaw the possibility that the GRC would
fecl its military position weakeasd by the withdrawal of U.S, forces.

In view of thess comsideraticns, Admiral Felt belleved it was
sxpedient to improve the Nationalist Air Force, particularly ia all-
weather capability and to medarnise it in other respects.

A sigaificant paragraph ia General Kuter's message of 35
November quoted Admiral Felt verbatim:

i world opinien, prempt withdrawal of V.5,
fovces vhen ¢ langer required is pechably as con-
vincing evidence of U.5. good intentisns as prempt

~ Tespense to ihe emergency which sstchiished require-
ment for augmenintion. In addition, withdsawal wili
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{ollowing lines: "In view of improved Chinese Nationalist

defensive capability, the U.3, and GRC agres that certain

U.5. mits are nct required in the Talwan area. Comse-

quently, some U.5. nnttl wﬂlhuhﬂmdduium

next several months.'

Admiral Felt stated General Kuter's view that since those
actions could not take plice without the knowiedge of the Com-
munists in any case, the Americans should seize the initiative by
highly publicizing the redeployments.

Admiral Felt believed that withdrawal action should be
carried out quickly and that world opinion would be more likely
to faver the American side if "we did not make a preduction or
'country tour' out of it, but did keep the GRC fully infermed, "
iHe thea recommended the following schedule of redepleyment of .-'
air units:

1. Units to be redsployed in December or ss soon as possible:

a. TAC CASF F-10 units en Ckinawa to the
Ceontinental United States.

b. PACArF r-unmn-'nuun Clark
Alr Base, resuming aeymal rmumun.

c. TAC CASF B-57 maits on Okinawa to the Con-
tinantal United Siates.

d. TAC CASF F+-l00D (ene squadromn) Okinawa te
the Continental United Stades.

SECRET
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Z., Units to redeploy in accoransc with FAC LT require-
ments o support of redsploymont outlined above:

a, TAC Jasy KB=50, Jlark-Ukinavwa to the
continental United .tates.

b, TAQ Casy Ce=liu's, Jlark-ikinava to the
—ontinental United states.

3. Uaits to redeploy in February or 45 soon thersaliter
as possible:

a. Tao Gnod SINGPACFLT MAG I, Taiwan to
Japan.

b. SINCEFACFLT MAG 13, Japan to dawali.
4., Hecommended for transier to the Chinese Alr Force:

a. TAC CASF F-100D Sidewinder equipped air- .
craft and related equipment of the 388th Tactical Fighter
Squadron currently on Taiwan. USAF perseanel to be
retiined as necessary for transition training.

b. PACAF F-86D alrcraft and aquipment curreally
en Taiwan, together with pllot transition and related train-
ing with PACAF assistance. (Classified component of K~4
fire contrel system to be removed pendiag appreoval of
release of information cencerning them to the Nationalist
Chinssa). :

¢. TAC CASF A¥-lUl. Tranafer four RF-101's te
CDJIAS, substituting four RF-100's asw appreved or as
additional deletion RF <100 project net new feasible. (Sic).

d. FACAT Call?'s. In abasnce of infermatien {rem
USAF, transpert aizcrafl to replace C+47 and C-44 types.

$. Te be retained en Taiwaa:

SECRET
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&, ADC F<l04d slement in view of psychalegical
advastagye and to retain streng defensive posturs, until
attalament by NCAY of satisfactory progress ia NCAF
transition to F-l00D and F-860"s.

6, {ther.

a. CASF GRG Mobile Radar -- Transfer to
NCAF to remaln in place on Quemoy.

b. Army-UsAF Coemmunications: Transfer equip-
ment on hand to NCAF to correct deficienciea, TRC-24,

otc,

<. Barvacks, warehousing and other facilities,
transier to GRC in consomance with redeployment

schedule with provisc that they be mads avallabls to

U.3. forces in event they should be required in future

augmentation.

In the second part of General Kuter's message conveying
<dmiral Felt's reconunendations, the PACAF Commander advised
that he had prepared a message to Headquarters, USAF, referring
¥0 those proposals and requesting early decision by the Joiat

3 &
Chiefs of 5taff on the matter.

Signalising the denouemnent of the Taiwan sffert, while at the
same tims recogaising the possidbllity of resurgence of Communist
hostilities, GINCPAG om 2 December seat te PACAY and te ether
wtha Armed Forces in the Far East, instructions
ca the release of information concerning the rell-up. The message

4
directs thai:

3, 4. Ibid. ' SEBRET
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"Neo public anncuncement of the phase ~down of U.3. Forces

on Talwan will be made. Nemovement of individual uaits

o o« will be contfirzmed until . . . movement is under way

and then only in answer to queries. The uitimate destic-

ation of units concerned will act be disclesed. COMUS-

Japan and CINCPACAF, Philippines, will inform respective

host goverameots of any movement of U,5. forces of concesrn

to them ia time to avoid embarrassment, The departure of

U.5. unite from Taivan may be confirmed in answer to query

with the fallowing statement: 'In view of the improved

. Ghinese Natiomalist Force's capabliity, U.s. and GRC

officials agree that the presecce of this unit for the dafsnse

of Taiwan area is no longer required’, "

The Talwan Jciense Command netified the Lir Task Force
Thirteon (i) on 2 December of its release to SINGFACAF of
operational contral «f the 335th Tactical Fightor Squadren, effective
1V Decomber 1958, The Taiwan-basesd command indicated in the
same comumunication that it weuld retain contraol oi the F-l0d's of
the 834 Fighter-Interceptor squadren and of the F-660's of the loth
Fighter Intercoptor Squadren uatil further advised,

Twe days later, on December 12, 1958, Alr Task Force Thir-
ten () informed Thirteenth Aly, Ferce and Fifth Air Fowce that,
effective upen the redeployment of the 388k Tactical Fighter
Squadren from thet ares, it intended 0o depley units of the st
Fighter Intercepier Greup, the Joth and 35k Figher Intevceptor Fquad-

rons, 10 Chis Yl rather thaa to Talnan.
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“hen the shelling startea on 23 august 1958, the Nationalist
Chiness were caﬁ,;ht completely by surprise, proved by the fact
that they had to cancel two recepti one that were scheduled for
Viit's -.uh;un the firing commenced.

The Nationalists immediately rallicd to the suppert of their

comrades and attampted to supply the islanc by naval cenvoy. The
i.ni_.tia.l. elforts werc paintully uwasuccesaful due to insutficient train-
ing in the use of those vessuls, insafliciont trainlag in loading and
beaching of equipment, succesalul Chinesc Communist artillery
iire, the aigh seas and inclemaent weather!

The naxt day, 24 sagust, the Communists resumed the massive
artillery bambardments and struck the first l.l-l: assaults against the
off-shore islands. The Natiomalist Chinese Defsnse Minlstry
reported the Red batteries fired 36, 500 shells. Eight Chinsse
Communist war planes, probably Seviet-bailt MAT's strafed
the islands at the southern end of the Taiwan Straits. Communist
gunboits opened fire on Natiomalist warships south of the
belsaguersd islands and the Natienalist ships retaliated.

Cm 23 August 1958 the Communists stepped up their assault

1. Brisfiag en the Taiwen Struits, 9 Doc 88,
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against the oif-shore islands, while at the same time the Nationalists
announced Chi-Nat patrols had intercepted and driveh back twe Red
Chinese flotillas attemnpting an invasion of cae of the Fl.la.mmh- of the
Kiamen group.
The Chinese Communists, oo 26 August, moved the major part
of the Chi=Com fleet irom the East Sea (Tuay Hal) to W enchow in
L.‘-h-ki.n' Fart of the southbound vessels assembled at samtanac,
threatening the Nationalist-held island of Matsu, north of Fukisn. )
Meanwhile, Chi-Com guns blazed at Kinmen in a 40-minute attack
- which seat 5,515 shells crashing into the 5U square mile island.
The Communists coatinued to shell, and at times shifted the bom-
bardment to Tatan and the Erhten lslands. Uu 28 Auguat 1958, “‘- i
Chincse Communist Government by a radio broadcast to the olf-shore
ulmd.' called on the Nationalist garrisea te -uru&u and anneunced
that the Chinese Communist Army was " determined to liberate the
lawiul Chinese territory and the ofi-shors islands.” The United

States efficials demnounced the proposed action and warned the

Chinsses Comnmuaists of the folly of an invasion.

NATION ESE RE .

Ca 1 September 1958, as the Red Chinsse centinued to shell the
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ialand, the Nationalist Chinese artillery bombarded the Communiet
Amoy and ‘Wuyu islands for cight and & half hours. The Nationalists
claimed thoe dwstruction of eight motor junks, threc guanboats, one
weather station, several pillboaxes, and a sea whari. Next day, 2
September 1758, o a yU-minute se¢a battle near Kinmen, Nationalist
warships saock cleven Communist torpeido boats. That ssa itrniala
was the biggest Chincse Naﬁmlin-daimﬁt aca victory since the
shellicg began on 23 :"‘L;.tguit 1956. Thirty Naticnalist soldiers were
reported killed or wounded. The Communists were r.-poﬂed to have
tried to cut cil the supply route and end the Rationalists’ attempt to
reinforce the island complex. The landing ship, however, was
{forced to retura to the Pescadores after discharging only 30 of the
300 men on board. |

Both thy Usited States and the Russians came out .with state-
ments supporting respectively, the Chinese Nationalists and the
Chinese Communists. Although m United States was not committed
to delend the oif-shore islands, it would no doubt have gons to the
aid of the Nationalists had any iavasion attempt been sifected. Ca
i September 1958, Pravda selidified the Soviet pesition considerably

by sayiag: " The Seviet Union will give the Chinese People’s
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Aepublic the necessary mm;al and material aid to its just struggle.

Chin¢se Communist shelling declined somewhat in the after-
nocn of 3 September 1358, The next day the Hed Chinese declared
& lZ~mile territorial limit. All foreign ships and planss, without
permission (romn Communist China, were warned to stay outside of
tac sewly established limit. The United States Goverament refused
to recognize the new terril..ori.il.l limit.

A two and one half day of silence in the ofi-shore isiand war
~43 broken oa § Septembeor 1358 when Chinese Comumunist coastal
datteries blew up @ Nationalist supply ship on the Kinmen beach. On
the same day, Nationalist jet pilots reperted shootiang dowa tiv-

Communist MIG's without any Nationalist losses. ?{‘*

o n.a{

A4 2t !
. { ;1.*-.‘

UNITED STATES SHIP3 £5CORT CONVOUYS
W

The active role of escorting Natu-n;pi reliet convoys taken >
by the United States forces started uﬁ s-pt-nbu 1958. The firet
Operation was successful and the relief convey 1:; ;ﬂi to land fuel
dnd supplies. The next attempts. which were without U.S. escorts,
failed as the Chinese Reds epened intense fire on the conveys. The
convey fled befere unloading. The wuu- became s {utile that

Natiomalist China was forced te airdrop supplies.
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Another engagemaent between aircraft of the combatants,
occurring on 18 September 1958, netted five more MIG's. They
were victims of the Nationalist Chinese F-86's.

In addition to the promounced physical aid to the Nationalists,
in mid-Soptmﬁer diplomatic talks directly between the United
States and the Chinese Communists were initiated at the Ambassador
level in Warsaw, Paland. Another peaceful overture was sounded
by the United States' Secretary of State, John Foster Dulles, to the
effect that if i;. successful cease fire could be attained, there would
be a possibility of reducing Nationalist forces on the islands. Those
efforts toward agreement, coupled with the United Nations tabling
on 24 September 1958 the Chinese Communist membership for
another year, produced another incomplete aim of the Chinese
Communists. :

On the same d.l.jr, 24 September 1958, one of the largest aerial
engagements occurred between the Nationalist Chinese and the
Communist Chinese. In that encounter, of an estimated 100 Red
aircraft aloft ever the Taiwan Straits, ten were shot down, without
the loss of any Nationalist planes.

In reporting the spectacular perfermange of the Nationalists

Z. Ihm-
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fighter planes against the Chinese Communists, it was disclosed
that four of the F-86F's taking part in the air battle of 24 Septem-
ber 1958 had each been equipped with two Sidewinder missiles
Aiming five of those weapons at the Communist aircraft, bulls'
eyes were scored on four, sending each to aarth?

Associated Preas dispatches of 30 September reported Chou
En-Lai denouncing the United States for supplying the Nationalist
Air Force with Sidewinder missiles l._nd. of threatening "powerful
blows'in retaliation. Perhaps to the consternation of Red China's
Premier, lwho might have expected a denial of his charges from
the United States State Department, John Foster Dulles publicly
confirmed the fact that the Chinese Air Force had been supplied
with the heat-seeking air-to-air missile originally developed by
the Un!;t;d States Navy and known to possess extraordinary accuracy.

0n 5 October 1958, Khruschev lost some of his sparkle on the
Talwan issue, particularly in reference to the commitmaent of -
Soviet troops. The concensus was that if the Chinese Communists
 increased their aggression, it would have been done with the
distinct disappreval of the Soviet Union. At midnight Hu Chinese
- Commuaists proclaimed a sevea day unilateral cease ﬂu‘.'

3. Monograph, Fifth Alr Force in the Taiwan Straits Crisis of 1958,

31 Dec 58, p. 38, by A,C. O'Neill.
4. Ibid o
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The most interesting aspect of the cease fire was the alleged
Chinese Communist motive behind extending the cease fire for two
additional weeks. The Chinese Cumﬁmnht Defense Minister, in a
statement on 13 October 1958 said that, "the two week extension . . .
was for the purpose of observing the enemy reaction (presumably
the United States) and allowing their compatriots on Kinmen to re-
ceive supplies (presumably the Chinese Nationalists). Just three
days earlier, the Nationalists had shot down five MIG's. That
provocative act elicited no hostile reaction. Vihen _Uni.t“l States
warships allegedly viclated the Mainland's territorial boundaries
for the 35th time, according to the Chinese Communists, _ﬂu De-
fense Minister solemnly stated, ''Shelling must therefore be
resumed as a measure of punishment." The renewal of shelling
coincided with the arrival of U.S. Secretary of State, John Foster
Dulles on Taiwan on 20 October I?!I.!

The meeting which took place between Chiang Kai Shek and
Mr. Dulles was thought to have gotten off on a bad start, but in a |
joint statement, both affirmed .lhl.t Chiang's retura to the Mainland
would be made without ferce, and the United States ma that

Kinmen and Matsu would be defended if attacked.

5‘| md.
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On 25 October, the Cemumunists announced a ceass fire
against supply points on even days. That actiem did et preciuds
firiag against other targets on thoss days, but total firing was
reduced.

The first successful resupply since the resumption of firing
was effected on 2 November, although there was littie pressure on
the Naticmalists since they did not resort to air dt-p-.‘ |

In conclusion, the Chinest Commuaist long range objectives
remained unchanged, but they knew: (1) The United States reacted
swiftly to iavasion threats and could be expected to do likewiss in
the fwture, and (2), the USSR would not become invelved, at least
for seme time to come, unless the United States attacked the
ddaintand.

The latest opinion of the United States was that the Chinese
Mﬁ}nﬂnm"!ﬂuﬁo”“ﬁum
H“MM#“IT“‘I“.“‘M’M
Seutheast Asla.
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LESSUNI LE siPMNe 4

The ald adage pertaining to warfare, that actual operations
seldom follow the best laid plans, was definitely applicable to the
Kinmen affair. Due to the lack of military crystal balls, unfore-
seen conditions and circumstances caused the deployment and
preparation for action on the Taiwun straits to be considerably
different than that which had been Md ior several years. The
unfor seen chm-i. no doubt, would continue to rise in the
future, but this does nut mean that the United States Air Force
muat not continuously revise its plans to make them as realistic
as possible, foreseeing as much of thl.uniwonm as possible.
The Umited States ilr Force learned many valuable lessons Juring
the Kinmen affair, and these lessons should be incorporated into
Dew linu.l

The United States Alr Force had anticipated that hostilities
would include suciear devices as the main demaolition wespon. It
was found, however, that probably the war, if stazted, would have
hdhb_o.hﬂlhllnh-bu. On locking at this in detail, the

1. Commandar's ivalustion, ATF 1MP), ea 30 Oct 58.




United states Alr Force persoonel realized that anything further
than a limited use of irom bombs against the Chinese sommunists
would probably be futile and disastrous. As the situation developed,
however, JINCP AU had to hurriedly develop such a concept, be-
cause TAC LEAWLELY assets could not sqaportlan swron borab con-
cept, nor could it accept the variety of forces made available. For
example, auxiliary tanks, type lI, which had a doubtful reliability
for one flight only, were pre-stocked for the nuclear concept. The
iron bomb comcept required type Ill, which were operationally satis-
factory for repetitive lhghu. I ,.-. wikicii's assets authorised a
token quantity of oaly 75 1, COU lb, bambe while the iron bomb concept
prescated a requirement for 5,060 of which 1, 700 had to be shipped

into Tﬂm.‘

In developing detailed appendices for carrying out such a con- .
cept, it became obvious that United states Forces werc geared for
caly a limited irom bomb capability and were geared for nuclear
war only. 3

The irom bamb cencept, as issued by CINCP.AG, if implemented,

2. Ltr, infermal, Colenel F.D, shosmaker to Brigadier General L,
5. Chickering, 36 Nevember 1938 w/ 1 Inclesure, subject:
Presentation, )

3. Commauder's cwvalustion, ATF I}{P), 30 Oct 58.




would have viclated principles of wvariare. Uperations would begin
at a point of conflict on the ground and expand geographically as
opposed to gaining air superiority, isdlating and them attacking the
battlefiedd. This was not llogical, however, ia that the main

ob jective was tnhquthuﬁrnuhmned as puldhlé. The plan
recogaiced the need for advancing to nuclear warfare U political
abjectives were not being achieved. Further, in Jdeveloping
detailed aperational plans, it became apparent that little or no
mﬁmdﬂﬂ:aoﬂahﬂﬂﬂﬂumudmm:.
delivered by the meager forces available to carry out the iren bomb
coacept.

Cn examining the possible use of nuclear weapons against an
invading force at Taivan, .merican military personuel found a
strategy not visualized in the war plan which prebably would have
been more successful and still kept the war limited. Attacking any
part of Red Chins with nuciesr weapens would have wndoubtedly
spread the var at a fast rate. However, the alternate use of |
atomic weapeas sdely against invading forces en the seas or en
mmm&hﬂm“wam“wdm-

ing Tatwan from invasien and of prociuding sa atemic sack.
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i’eople planning for the defense of Taiwan following the
Kinmen Affair must recognize that the United States must -nhu;
take & step backward in the art of warfare, or the policy makers
must realize that auclear weapons were no longer special wupo:-

One of the most ﬂﬂrd lessons learned, according to Genaeral
Kuter, was that up to the time of the Taiwan crisis, '"we bhave
falled to convince our own government that we must be free to uge
suitable nuclear weapons at the onset of any coaflict in order to
counter the Communist streagth.” '"There is nothing to be gained"
he continusd, '"by haranguing this g:"oup on the fact that we could
not play into the Communists' band in any more effective fashion
than by swapping HE. strikes with him." The Goneral peointed out
that as recently as last spring in Sxercise Yayubut, that even
little Thailand recogmnised publicly the nocessity of nuclear weapons
to stop aggression by massive Communist forces. Further, it was
fairly well known that SEATO planaing also recognised the need for
the employment of nuclear weapous. |

Some statistice from the Taiwan situation showed how insig-
aificant USAF's HE operation would be. Based en established

‘C M'

5. Ltr, PACAF to 13AF, subj: Preseatation at Zome of aterior
Commanders' Cenfarence, Nov. 58, 5 Dac 58, w/linel,
Report ou Taiwan Straits Sitwation.
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UbA¥F war planning factors, to neutralice one airfield would require
soine four squadrons of F-1U0's, operating from Clark or Kadena
dr Bases, or four squadrons o 3-57's or 20 squadroas of F-101's,
the type of aircraft available in the Facific. This requirement
would recur approximately every fourth day to sustain neutral-
ization. Cn the same basii, the same job waﬁ.d reguire two B-3b
tﬁﬂlﬂ every fourth day. Comservatively, there were some 230
whinese Communist jet fighter interceptors located on airflelds
opposite Taiwan. The entire coastal area cpposite Taiwan was also
saturated with mediuwm type anti-aircraft weipons. This combination
defonse would produce steady attrition in US.F forces. ..t the same
time, UsaF's effectivensss against the enemy would be pathetically
little as the qnh:k strike deterrent forces were comsumed.’

General Kuter suggested that USAF begin stressing the kileslon
tactical weapous. Up to that time, he pointed out, in the view of the
National security Council and prebably ia the public mind, all
nuclear weapens wers bracketted together as horrible weapons of
mass destruction, He conbinued: " wWe have no intantion to use
multi-megaten weapans for selective retaliation in limited wars or
iselated sitwations.' DBut, 'Ve are new deaied the use of any |

6. m'
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suitable weapon because they are all bracketed together. e have
to convince our palicy makers awfully soon or admit that we built

the wrong kind of iir Force for our democratic government, '

sdr Defense.

The United States -uir Force had not planned on participating
in the air defense of Taiwan to the extent 'ﬁn it actually did.
Assuming responsibility for the air defense of Taiwan by the Uniked
States, including deployment of missile-equipped aircraft and units
and additional ground eavircament, had nut been envisaged prior to
the Kinmen affair. ..s h;.lg as local authority for the uae of nuclear
weapons by United States Forces could not be provided, this
appeared desirable, It permitted the Chinese ir Force to be
avallable for immediate retaliatory attack, and this in turn provided
a shert periad for the Unlhd.ﬁhtlltﬂd&ddl Mﬂ'orndlhm
with nuclear weapons. The planners believed that taking on the |
responsibility for air defense before hostilities began would be the
most desirable courss in the future, This respénsibility would give
a shaking down period, which would permit the air defenss system to
be effective by the time it was needed. This poricd weuld be several

woeks at the best, or perhaps months, if the cammunications netwerk




veore not previously installed and npnraung.?

ine to Taivan's proximity to the mainland, the air defense was
limited regardloss of quantity of equipment. . .fter the strategists
studied the various factors such as geography, Iwm!har. the eney,
and existing facilities, they believed that six squadrons of fighters,
at least two all-weather, couwld be considercd 4 s adequate, and if
the Nike Hercules proved as effective as the ~rmy claimed, this
oumber could be rtd:fud.

The Chinese ground camnunications and other facilities had :
gradually improved over a period of years, due mainly to the |
improvement in efficctivensss of personnel, Tho communications
provided reascmable adequate coverage d Talwan, but was physically
vulnsrable and had ne backup. oJuriag the Kinmen sffaiz, the
United States angmented the Chinese ground eavirowment by twe sets
of radar, and persounsl to sperate and maintain themn, plus augmen
* tation persoanel to the entire Chinese system. It was belioved by
the United States military that, in the event of hostilities, that goud
results would have besn ehtained if there had been adsquate communi-
its owm trafiic, and it acceptad a tremendeous load by the U.5. Forces

7. Imdd
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vhile they were awaiting installation of United States cemmunications
equipment. Jue to this situation, it was believed that the otherwise
expedited good job would have probably been a raiserable failure in

8
the event of enemny all-out attack.

wUNT RUL AND COURLINATION.,

There "l-l ao single control of operations in this relatively
small area. This, however, was changed during the Kinmen iffair,
when CINCFAC established the Taiwan Defense Command as a sub-
ordimats unified comnand with responsibility of coordinating all
wﬂiml activities in this area in the event of an iren bomb war,
and -;lhmﬂaruyh rescive conflicts.

Ths Talwan Defense Commander exercised his authority by
two means. He imunediately prepared an iron bomb plan in con-
Mndﬁ&-mm;mw:mrwu. He
designated the Combined Cperations Ceater, which had represea-
tatives from all agencies cancerned, hhﬁnmm

Alse, plans called for the abift of contrel to pass frem the
Commandar of the Tactical Defense Command to CINCPAC in the
event of a nuclaar war, & was balioved by the Cammander of

6. ibid,




Air Task Force Thirteen (FP) that if the war could remain limited,
even with the use of nuclear weapons, the cmtrol should not shift
from Taiwan. The probability of this, however, was s0 small that
present planning should coatinue to shift control from Taiwan to
GEOP control authority as soom as it was planned to use the first

nuclear weapon. This would protect the GECPF capability,

CHINLZSE AIR FURCE,

During the Km affair, the Naﬂﬂiﬂ Chinese .2ir Force
reveded that it was a fighting organization with considerable capa-
bility, Its air-to-air engagements were impressive. ‘!‘lu.pi.tul-
were aggressive and they showed they had had excellent lrnini.n'_.
Their use of the Sidewinder in combat showed that air-toair tactics
should henceforth be changed to accommodate this new -.,-.9

Flans called for the use of the Chinase Air Force in Phase 1
ouly, to include photo recemnaissance. This plan sheuld be changed
to use the mmrmhmh.. R should, however, ¢on-
timue its phete reconmaissance, participate in the day air defense of
Talwan, and its cenventional bermbing capability should be plamned for.,
The Cemmander of Alr Task Force Thirtean (P) said ihe present

3. Ibid.
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plans did not seem to recognise that there would be a requirement
for clean-up activity wheres iron bombs would be more efficient _
than nuclear, In a auclear war the Chinese slr Ferce could assist
in saturating the enemy defenses, for escort, sweeps and diversion.
There were alao certain deficienciea within the Chinese air
Fozce. lt bad ne all~weather nor atomic caplhi.l:lﬁ. The dld F=84G
- was on its way out of the inventory, and at the direction of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, modernization of the Chinese Alr Force was to
start immediately. This change would be an expensive bill in air-
craft, base and communications improvement, but it should be

10,
supported at all levels.

General Kuter, in hi/ presentation to the Commanders'
Ganference at Patrick Air Base om 21 November 1958, made the
n
following statement about the Chinese Aiir Forcs:

"The Chinase Alr Ferce is the best of the MAP
organizations ia the Far Tast. They were well trained
and well equipped. Frem 'Tiger' Wang and Generel
Chen to the individual pilets, their mativations wers the
highest . . . . They were generous if net overgensreus
in accommadating esur forces. In move thun ene instance
Fred Deoan had to siep in to hesp them frem giving ws
their shirts. They had a fuel system, asd air defense
savirenment, & consnunications network, and & steck-

10. Indd, | - _
Cemmander's Cenference, November 1958, 5 Doc. 58 w/lncl
~ Subj: Repert cn Taiwan Straits Sitentien.,
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pile of iron bomb munitions. Although minimal in
each case. they were in existence and provided a
substaatial advantage. Here we have the unique
case of a MAP supported air force truly comple-~
mentary and compatible with our force "

CHINESE COMMUNIST AIR FORCE

The Americans overestimated the Chinese Canmunist Air
Force, because it turned out to be an engima. The Chinese Com-
munist pilots certainly did not present the overall capability which
was expected, yet its ground environment system permitted
reactions not only near penetrators but also on actual penetrations;
Intercepts were made, but the pilots seemed unaggressive and ua-
trained.

It was felt, however, that the Chinese Communist Air Ferce
should net be underestimated because a great improvement had been
~ noted for several ysars, and coatinued hnprwmm was expacted.

In addition the Chinese Communist Air Force had undoubtedly .
learned as much air tactics as had the Americans as a result of the
Kinmen Affair. Undeubtedly thy- were making ad_inll:nﬂ:f.

The CHICOMS were probably mest stunned in the bid for air

superiority. Despite the impressive aumber of MIG 17's which had

12, Ibid.
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been moved inte the ceastal areas, the less capable F-86 persistently
chalked up victeries. That trend was soberly punctuated by the ﬂa
of the Sidewinder iﬁa-rnd missile used by the Nationalists in an
encounter on 24 September. s a result thu. CHICOMS were denied

13
air superiority.

OVERALL EVALUATION.

The rapid depleyment of United States Air Force units to
Taiwan prebably limited hostilities te the Taiwan Straits. It appeared
that the Chinese Communists were probing te test Nationalist Chinese
and United States reactien. The CHINATS aad the United States
apparsafiy passed the test. The CHICOMS would prebably prebe
again at a later date.

The resultant exercise was censidered wall worth the expense,
The exarcise preved the United States Air Ferce could depley fast
and efficiently and weld several weapens systems frem varieus com-
mands inte a single, effactive, combat fighting force. The sxercise
revealed certain deficieacies in USAF's plans and sperations. Ome
majer military facter was alse breught te light. The irea bamb
ceacept was HW““WMMW!!“
political action might need te be medified.

13, Tﬂmmwlﬂ:?%* 9 Dec 58.




