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Formosa is one of the most formidable island bastions

of the 3apanese inper defence lipe and an impdrtant_link in the vital :
chain of Empire communications. It is strategically loéated astride _5
the sea lanes and airways connecting Japan and its southern emnire; :
It dominates the approaches to China and protects the southern rlank
of the Japanese homeland ' ;t is a major obstacle along the road to
victory in the Orient.” It's importance increased with every mile
that the armed forces of the U.S. drive towards Japah.

As a tarset for aerial attack, Formosa had three main
attractions for the newly oresanized 14th Air Force. First, the
island waé studded with targets of immense stratqgic and'tac;ical
importance. -Second, these tarzets were hiehly concentrated in
small areas making them‘particuiarly vulnerable to air attack,
Third, the 14th was building the only air‘bases.from which an
attack on Formosa could be made Auring 1943.

The principal Formosan targets were airfields and air-
craft factories; ports with concentrations of shipping, stcragé
areas and docks, and the metallurgical industries. Formosa is one
cf the largest air centers for both army'and navy air forces, .It
contains 47 airfields including three seaplane bases and fecilities
for all types of aircraft work including modiricatiﬁn and vehicle
éssembly. Airfields were used principally as training and staging :
centers and always contained heavy concentrations of planes, The
scuthwestern parts of Formosa were the mbst important ccnvoy éasem—

bly point in the Japanese “mpire. Shipping concentrétions in har-
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bours and roadstequ constantly outweighed the tonnage in any other

series of Japanese ports. The dock areas _were aurrsunded by tromsn-
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dous storage areas éontaining everything from poison gas, ammuniti
and fuel to food and clothes. Major aluminium and alumina plants
were located on the island and approximately 15¢ of the Enpire's

supply of Copper came from tais small island.

The vulnerability of the aircraft concentrations on the |-

island was demonstrated by the 1Ath's attack on Shinchiku Airdrome
in Northern Fornosa on November 25, 1943. In many respects thé
Shinchiku raid waé a perfect mission. It was the result of loné,
patient and careful planning; absoclute security ahd perfect timiﬂg

and execution. l!ajor damage as ‘inflicted on the enemy without loss

to the l4th,
The story of Shinchiku begins on April 1, 1943, when Lt,

John ™. Robinson, of the 218t Fhoto Reconnaissance S~uadron took the

first aerial pictures of Northern Formosa. Taking off from ¥-eilin,

Lt. Robinson refueled at the emérgency strip at Suichwan ;nd headed
across the Formosa Straits. He photographed Taihoku, Shinchiku,
Tansui and Tolen and returned to Ieilin. His pictures of Shinchiku
Airdrome caused a sensation in 14th Air Force Headouarters. They
showed 50 twin-engined bombers crowded on the concrete apron along
the hangar line. Bombers were parked in neat rowg‘w;ng-tip to wing-
tip « a perfect target for air attack. It was the most tempting
target General Chennault haq seen since the.winte: of 1941 whén-the
AVG photographed Jaﬁdnese planes covering the fields at Bangkok in .
preparation for the aerial attack on Burma, ,

On April 26, Colonel Bruce Holloway flew a visual recon-
naissance over Northern Formosa and confirmed the presence of the
target at Shinehiku, WNear the Airdrome he spotted a flight of nine
twin-encined bombers heading westward to séa. Colonel qulowqy;'

followed them across the Formosa Straits concealing his P-hd_ﬁaq;gd
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stray clouds. Just off Foochow he noted a straggler from the bomber

. formation and promptly shot it down.

The ﬁarget at Shinchiku interested many of the tactical
personnel in the 1l4th. Lt. Colonel John Alison bezged. for the
chance to lead a raid on Shinchiku, but General Chennault refused
to‘allow the mission. In the Spring of 1943, there was little the
i4th could do about Shinchiku. It lacked three re-uisites for
attacking Formosa - sufficient bombers to make a hard strike; long
range fighters for escorting over the Jaé stronghold, and a base
close enough to Formosa to scsrve as a springboard for the attack.
Photo-interpretafs énd intelligence personnel made a careful, de-
tailed stﬁdy of the Shinchiku Airdrome. Sgts. Arnegaard and Naves ‘
prepared a detailed overlay of the target and surrounding terrain.
Among the Head-uarters personnel +ho studied ﬁhe Shinchiku rictures
was Colonel Clinton D. Vincenp, then Chief of Staff. He studied
them carefully and he never foreot them,

"hen the Forward Tchelon of the lith moved to Xveilin in
May of 1943, Colonel Vincent set his heart on hitting Shinchiku.

He tried to get fresh photo cover but .Formosa lay blanieted in a

. heavy cloud all summer. On July 17, Lt. Lester Paglusio of the

.21st manased to find a break in the overcast over Formosa but all

he was able to photograph were the Tainan salt flats. Shinchiku

remained hidden from the camera lens,

In September, Colonel Vincent 'left China for pemporary

duty in the United States. “hen he returned’ to-Kweilin oh November

1, 1943, his first thought was of Shinchiku, ™hile he was awﬂy'the

pattern for the Shinchiku raid was slowly forming. A sauadron of

P-38% arrived in China during August., The P-38 had the range, speed

and firepower to do double duty as a long range escorting fighter
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and a low level strafer. By the end of September, the field at g
Suichwan was ready for uée and in early October a fighter detachment
of the 76th S-uadron moved out to defend it. Suichwan put both P-
38s and B-25s within easy range of Shinchiku. Iate in Cetober, 16
P=51X4s reached China. They were old and worn from rough usace iq
an operational training unit, but tpe} too had the range to escort
B-25s to Formosa. Eight weré finally put into shape for a mission.
Early in November the 1st Bomb Scuadron of the Chinese American
"ing reached Kweilin with their Mitchells. _
The picture vas complete. Colonel Vincent then had enough
B-zﬁb to strike hard; long-range, hard-hitting fishter escorters and
a base from which to launeh hig attacks. 211 he needed was.fresh
photo cover of the target. ,
On November 3 and 4, Lt. "eston E. Tenney of the 21st made
two flights over Northern Formosa and brought back excellent pictures
of Shinchiku. On November 3 the photos showed 58 planes on the field
including 50 twin-engined bombers. Thé next day there were 79 planes,
Photo interpreter, Captain Charles Barber went toc work on .
the pictures. ‘He drained them dry of information and extracted every .
detail from the field and surrounding terrain. The field lay exactly
one mile inland fronm t;e sandy shores of the ¥Formosa Straits., It vas
marked by”anoctagonal drainage ditch around its perimeter. The run-
ways formed an ecuilateral triangle pointing northeast with sides
4,000 feet long and a hypotenuse of 5,000 feet,
There was.a row of laree hangars aloné the southwest edge

of the.field. In front of these hangars lay a concrete apron - 2 000 _ ;

feet long and 5,000 feet wide, on which most of the bombers were

parked. On the western edge of the field work was in progress on a
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large dispersal area along the coast where revetments had been scooped
- out of the sand dunes. It was obvious that the Japanese wefe éware.
of the advantages of dispersal, but a trifle tardy in taking the nec-
- essary action. ‘ .

Beyond the hangars were extensive aircraft repair and modi-
fication shops, To the east of the shops there was a large barracks
area, Iisht flak positions flanked the runways., Iater intellizence
confirmed the fact that Shinchiku was a modification center and ad-
vance trainine field for the Japanese navy airforce.

Captain Barber determined the heights of the coastal sand
dunes, dimensions of the hangars and located check points along the _
coést arcund the field. His interpretation of It. Tenney's photo- '
graphs provided all of the detailed information necessary to olen the
attack. |

Colonel Vincent ordered another photo mission to get final
briefing pictures, but the weather closed in aeain and‘the nissions
were unsuccessful. On November 23, the weather broke and Lt. "inifred
A; Gordelett was able to photograph Shinchiku., it tPe evening stafrf
meeting of the Forward Zchelon on November 23, Colonel Vincent exhib-
ited Lt, Sordelett's pictures.‘ _

"There are a lot o%fbombers on Shinchiku," he announced,
turhiqg to Colonel David L. Hill, "any suzgestions Tex?"

] "Let's get 'em," replied Colonel Hill,

Colonel Vincent designated Colonel ¥ill as commander of a
special striking force to execute the raid. This airforce consisted
of eight F-51i's; 14 B-25s and eigzht P-385,

The mission was planned as a low level daylioht attack It

was a daring eamble for high stakes, the principal factor was surprise,

If the enemy was surprised thtﬁw mnairmen stood an excellent <
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chance of accomplishing their mission with a minimum of casualties,
JAf the enemy had sufficient "arnine to call up fishters from the
fields within interception radius of Shinchiku, disaster would be
more than likely.

High ceilings were forecast for Formosa for the 24, 25 and
26 of November. Photo cover on the 22nd showed thet the dispersal
area at Shinchiku was nearly finished and ready for use. éndther
photo-reconnaissance was ordered for the 24th and flieht leaders were
bri;fad for the mission. Col. Fill was to lead the F-51's of the -
76th Fishter Scuadron. The Lichtnings of the L4LOth Fichter S~uadron
were commanded by Capt. Sam Talmer, former s-uadron commander and
Forward fichelon operations officer at the time of the raid. 45 flieht,
of eircht B-29s from the 11th Bomb S~uadron was under the command of
Lieut, Col. Toseph B, "ells followed by six frcm the 1st Bomb S~uadron
of the Chinese-American ™ine led by lieut. Col. Irving Branch.

.Individual flights left their fields on the afterncon of
Mov, 25 and convergedlon Suichwan before dark., The P-51As came from
Iombard Field; the 1lth bombers from Yane Tonz and the Chinese-
Tmerican planes from Frh Tong. The LL9th came from Lineline, Only'
one I'-514 feiled to arrive at Suichwan. By dark the new field con-
tained bne of the.largest and nost powerful striking forces ever
assembled by the ll4th,

Captain "inifred -ordelett returned to Suich-an in the late’
afternoon with fresh picturés of Shinchiku, They showed 75 bombers
and six single-énéine planes on the field., These pictures were used
for the final briefing the next morning.

The nipht passed duietly. Briefing began at 7 a.m. and
lasted for two hours. Every phase of the attack was escne over in
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ninute detail. Check aoints for the all important landfall - the
mou*h of the Hozan river and two taxi strlns leading to the beach =
. were carefully detailed, and alternate check points planned in cése
of naviwation errors. The lead 5—25.with lieut, Raymond J. liazanowski
was-to navicate for the entire formation to and from the tarcet,
Tichters were to follow on the flanks of the bomber formation until
1andf211 on the coast of Fornosa.
- o avoid detection by eneny raiar the forrmation ~as hriefed
tZ crons the Formosa .trnits just aliove the -ave tops, (n sicrhting
the Tornosan coast the atteel Tormation was to be formed, The “=38's

were to pull shead and lead the wav into the tarecet., Their sssirn-

;_u

ent 23 o Inocl: out enenmy alr oprosition. The [ -25's were to pull
Mp Lo d4,tut 1eei - the ninimum altitude for safely dropping frag
clusters - and durmp their bombs in the concentfation of planes along
the apron; the hanéars and shops. The F=§1A's were to 6ome in behind
the bombers to protect their tailé and strefe-pnrked planés and
ground installations. The entire formation was briefed to make one
pass at the target and ~et out, Fach fighter nilct was aséigned a
specific area of the airdrome to cover with his ~uns. The idea was

. to get one enemy plane apliece and then get out.

"hilé the crews were being briefed the mission pessed
fhrough 6ne of ité most critical phases, The Japs had been alerting
Suichwan resularly and bombing frequently., If there had been any
kind of an alert between dawn and tzke-off time the planes would
have had to scramble for éafety and the raid wculd have been cancelled.
There was no alert and the'cfewé and pilots trotted directly from the

briefing shack to their planes.

Take-off was at 09.35. After circling for altitude the
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formation disappeared over the mountains to the east, All over east-
ern éhina ground crews settled back to sweat out the miasion. Only
a few staff officers in Xweilin knew where the mission was going but
everybody sensed that it was something big. At sach home base the
‘men clustered arcund the operational radios and sweated out the
plots as the formation moved east. The Chinese net followed the
formation to the coast at Foochow and then there was silence.
"Thirty ﬁlanes-going east" was the last report frcm the coast,
Silence and tensions enfeloped_the fields., Noon came but few felt
like eating. Knats of sweaty mechanics hung around operations
shacks and radio stations waiting for word - sweating out thgir
planes and pilots.,

The pre-arranged radio code for the flash to Colonel
. Vincent on the results of the raid was "Boston" for no good; "New _
York" for cancelled due to weather, and "San Antonio" (Colonel
Vincent's hometown) for good results., The staff in Colonel Vincent's
Headquarters at Kweilin expehted to receive the flash by 1.30 p.nm,
:The hands on their wrist watches swept past 1.30 and no-word. Then
they began to sweat in earnest. "ork virtuall& ceased as everybody
stared off into space and waited. Two o'cleck passed with only
silence from the radio. Imaginations began to twitch - 2,30 p.m,
and nothing., The tension was terrific - 3.45, silence. The Head-
cuarters building seemed even more oppressive and stuffy than usual
- 3.55, the radio crackled, "San Antonio in a big way." Colonel
Vincent grinned with relief and the Headouarters relexed. )

Here is what happened. The formation hit the China coast

20 miles south of Foochow and went down to the deck for the-orucial }
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flight across the Straitsum %tg?tus clouds made a gray ceiling at
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12,000 feet and a strong north wind whipped through the Streits
kicking up white caps off the gray waves. B=25's of thelllth Bomb
Squadron lead the formation. Cn the right of the bombers were the
F-51's; on the left, P-38's. Frbm'Foochow to the Formosan coast,

the success pr the mission hung heavily on the square, stout shoul-
ders of lieut. Raymond Mazanowski, lead navigétor of the bombers
flying in iieut. Cdl. “ells' piane. If Mazanowski missed his land-
fall on the Formpéan cogst, there was 1little chance of a surprise

and .Japanese interception could easily wash out the mission. A stiff
north wind and gray monotony ‘of the sea only added to the difficulties
of his job. '

Mazanowski made his landfall exactly. It was planned tp
hit the target at nocon. Precisely at noon -the formation spotted ;he
white surf breaking against the shore. They could see the. tanned
sandy mouth of the Hozan river to the north and light streaks of two
taxi strips cutting across the darker cbun;ryside to the sand dune
révetmentslalong the shore. Crammed in the cockpit of his P-514,
Col. Hill checked his watch, clipped on his gun switch and thought -
of his wife and family sitting down to a sumptuous Thanksgiving
dinner in Texas. _

The F-38's opened their throttles and buzzed in on the
target., The B-25's pulled up into their c¢limb to 1,000 feet and the
P-51A's swished across the coast in a wide S turan that allowed the
bombers time to climb and level off before the Mustangs swept in be-
hind them,

The first flight of Lightnings led by Captain Sam Palmer
hit the field at 12,05. Above the airdrome a dozen Jap bombers,

transporté and fighters were cireling lazily in a landing pattern.
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Palmer eased his fliesht into the traffic pattern. Suddenly the air
was full of fire, smoke and shattered planes, Bombers tumbled out of
the pattern trailing plumes of thick, black smoke and hot orange
flame. The Japs had 1itt1elor no warning. lMechanics and ground crew
men were caught working on parked planes. : A few fighter pilots
‘scrambled to their-planes and took off crosswind.

Captain Falmer pulled up between a twin-engined bOmber,
gave it a squirt from his 50's and 20 mm cannon and flew through the
debris as the bomber exploded. He pulled on to another ho;ber's tail,
Another squirt - anopher bomber down in flames, Palmer banked to the
left line up of a single-engined fighter and causght the Jap with his
third burst., In less time than it takes to tell about it, Palmer had.
knocked three Japs out of the air. The rest of his flight were pick-
ing off the remaining planes in a pattern, while the second flight
picked off the strays trying to escape and strafed parked bombers on
the ground., Captain Ryan Moon, leading: the second flight, shot down
two bombers in the air, and acccunted for two more parked on the con-
crete aprod. Iieut, Robert Schultz picked off a tri-motored transport
trying to land and then shot down a Val bombér at 500 feet. Lieut.
Rose shattered another bomber in the pattern and knockéd down an Oscar
‘coming up off the field., Lieut. Yourston causht two bombers in the
air. Iieut. Davis fired a transport and three bombers on the ground.
Licut. Col. ¥acMillan touchéd off & pair of bombers on the ground and
Lieut. Opsvig destroyed a parked fighter and two bombers, Iieut,

Rose, flying his first combat mission, came back for another pass and

R e A

got nothing but holes in his plane,
The B-25's followed the P-38's across the field, Streamers

of smoke were driving across the field from burning bombers and crashed

SR

planes. At 1east a dozen plqnag o the big aprou were in flames. Some .
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ground crew nen were still running across the field for cover, Cthers
stopped in their tracks and fired at the bombers with sub—machiné‘guns
and rifies. fachine gun fire came up from the gun, pits along the
beach and around the eastern edpes of the field. Three fighters were
taking off. :

Fight Mitchells of the 1lth were the first bombers over the
target, followed by the Chinese-American planes, Eombs viere dropping
among the bombers on the apron. The frag clusters drilled on through
the hangars and shops - 148 clustérs containing a total of more than
2,000 individual frag bombs ripped through the planés, men and build-
ings. Three Mitchells of the 1llth turned off to the east and strafed
the barracks. One Oscar came in on the strafers in a head on pass.
Cpl. Frank Norton, engineer gunner in the top turret of Captain loren
Nichol's plane, put a burst into the fighter's encine. Two other
gunners and a bombardier saw the fighter fall over and crash inio the
Hozan River, | |

A mile behind the Mjtchells came Lieut. Col., Hill and his
clean-up squad of Mustangs, Mustang pilots could see explosions over
the field as the P-38's went into the landing pattern. By the time
they hit the-field most of the damage had been dons. Col. Hill led
the first flight in behind the litchells. A pair of Oscars were
climbing off the field to attack the bombers. Col. Hill got the
first olive drab Oscar MarkK 7 as it chandelled to get on the tail
of the last Mitchell, It crashed from 200 feet and burned, Iieut.
Bell hit the second, a coal black Zeke, as it turned in on the bombers,
Col. Hill blew up a twin-tailed ﬁéll parked near the middle of the
field. Another fighter made a head on pass at Captain Williams lead-

ing the second flight of lMustangs. Williams ignored the attack and
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continued strafing, His wing man, Lieut Olney, fired at the fighter
as he tried to flip under Capt. Williams' tail.

Captain "illiams burned up a Sally on the ground and ILieut,
Hedrick exploded another close by “illiams' victim. Captain Stewart
and Lieut. Colbert swung on down the SOuthwestern side of the field
and picked off a paif of Sallys parked on a small apron by the side
of the hangars, Fulling away from the field, Lieut. Colbert failed
to notice a tree and clipped part of his wing on the branch, By
12.10 tke last Mustang was clear of the target. :

| At 12,20, Lieut. Tenney flew over the field in a F-5 at
27,000 feet and took pictures of the smoking shambles. In less thap
I10 minutes the American planes had destfoyed L2 Jap aircraft - 15
shot down in the air and 27 riddled and burnt on the ground. Six
more bombers were probably destroyed on‘the ground and six others
danaged. A total of 54 out of the 79 planes on the field were
blasted without damage to the American formation.
The formation climbed to 3,000 feet over the Straits and
headed for home, Over the coast they pulled up to 10,000 feet to
clear the mountains., There was a broken overcast bélow them and
' heavy haze., In the atmosphere of relief and relaxation that foll-
| owed the successful attack, navigation suffered. The formation
passed south of Suichwan and the P-38's began to ruh low on gas,
. One P-38 pilot called on tﬁe'radio: _

"Find me a field or I am getting out of this can - no
more gas," ‘ ’ = ‘

Col. Hill looked through the haze and spotted the tield ‘ ﬁ
at Kanchow below, The pilot landed safely there. _i

Meanwhile, Col. Hill was sweating out the radio flash to !
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Headquarters, There was a distinct possibility that mﬁat bf.tha
planes might have to make a crash landing. Thé;e was no codeword to
cover such an eventuality so he refrained from flashing word to
Headquarters until all his planes were safely down at Suichwan,

The only damage suffered by the American planes was a
broken propellor and smashed wing tip when a P-51 ground looped
while landing at Suichwan; two bullet holes in the hydraulic lines
of one Mitchell, and an explosive bullet hole in the nose of another
Mitchell.

The mess at Suichwan broke out scores bf canned turkey and

cranberry sauce, Airmen and ground crews sat down to a belasted .

Thanksgiving Day dinner as darkness covered the field.




8p-38ts of the 449th on 25 November 1943,

Pilots.

Lt. Col. Metillan (George Bray !'cMillan, “inter Garden, Florida,.)
Capt. Ryan V. loon, “klahoma City, Oklahoma.,

Capt. Samuel L. Palmer, Fort Vorth, Texas.

Lt. Kendal R Dowis, Detroit, }ichigan,

Lt. 'Robert P. Shultz, Sanduaky, Ohio.

Lt. John T. Opsvig, Minot, Worth Dakota,

Lt. Alfred Yorston Jr., aco, Texas,

Lt. Walterks ROse, Etowah, Tenn.
Etowal

7 P-51's. of the 76th on 25 Yovember 1943,

Pilots,
Col. Dgvid L. Iiill, Victoria, Texas
Captain Jemes ) ¥illiams, ‘Huntsville, Texas

Capt. Jonn S Stewart, Worland, Wyoming,
L’I‘*Don&ﬂ W Hedrick, Williapa, Washington,

Lt. Olney

Lt. Dale E, Bell, San Luis, Obispo, Califormia,

Lt. Robert T. Colbert, Madison, iiisconsin,
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pormosa - sShinckiku radi sovember 25, 1943

interview with Lieut. Col. wilfred J. Snith , a=32 of forward eclielon st
tdme of nissivn, briefine officer for raid, :

Hol.ovay ot first photo cover of Fornosa in april 4% - pix of
dhinchiku showed dozens of Jal bomber par@ed in tight forme=tio.. on
- apron, S2st tarcet they had ever seen - everybody in 14th thirsted over
pix = Vincent was chicf of stafl then and he and 0ld nan plotted to get
them - €0 n«ar and vet so far - suichwan wasi't ready vet and Kweilin
was still just stapging base = no fighters with enough range to get to
rormosa fight =nd get back, 0.ly & nandful of B-25s then too, Vincent
never forgot the turget. when for ech moved to Aweilin in May 43 they
"ried to check the tarset again - Formosa socked in tight - heav: clouds
gown to 4, 5000 feet. 11 swmaer long got no cover on account of wx-
‘those exasperatingly Tiuffly thick c¢l.uds that look so beautiful from
the 7round, Vicent went to states in Sept and returned Nov, 1,

In Uctober For.iwsa finally cleared and t' ey .:ot cover of Shinch,
Hoee planes than ever, wich Vincent 0t back ne said " that's ny :eat
1'm going tu Bit tiat " -~ tri:d to et briefing coverage and failed-
one engine yuit on re:cn and wxed anyvay, marly november weather
cle red and be;;an to get :00d coverage - over it so mueh in lov, that
afraid Japs would zet s.spicious = always over 26,000 feet not to alert,
rix showed dispersal area almnost coupleted and -planes s .ill jammed on
apron, buvlding sand dune revetments too, target wouldn't vé ripe much
Llonger = got Torecast of 3 vays good -eather at end of uwov, Vincent

decided to strike, finazl photo cover. RexbEyrxv
"Baroer did all r.l. work - Haves and rnegard did early overlay,
g.rber duvn tu fine points- height 0. sand dunes, buildings and check
points - tough check points because just south coast had similar series
of eheck points, if made navigational error briefed how to corrcct
and come in - no chsnce left for error on bieifing ., Smitty briefed
flt leaders and Falmer oriefed r-38's, Tex iiill the 51's and Viells the
B=25's,
went to suichwan late that afternoon - one nistake pilots wore
bei;ht yellow mae wests - for fighiters that rie.nt only one tarpet -
formosa, bombers caile in early ncxt worning., = take=-off delayed from
6 to 9:30 a.m, Boys in heilin anda other b ses sweated out mission on
radio - no work , no lunch sweated out plots to coast and then silence,
Code words - Boston = no good; NY canceled WX ; San Antone( Vincent's
home towm ) o.kes expected flash at 1:30 p.m, no word - thought oh hell
then nearly 3 p.m. got flash " San antone in a big way,

month later ph.tos shovred fox, holes revets, more flaek and disperse
plznes,

interview by Ca.t, l.s. Hotz at aweilin Jaly 10; 1944
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By Col. Clinton D. (Casey) Vincent
T4tH Air Force

THF. Thanksgiving Day blasting of
Formosa's Shinchiku airdrome was
the deepest penetration of the internal
communication and supply lines of the
Japanese to be carried out by the 14th
Air Force, and the most successful mis-
sion ever conducted against Jap aviation
by our China-based planes.

Planned as a surprise raid with secret
and meticulous care, the attack was exe-
cuted without loss. Employing 29 aircraft,
we destroyed 42 enemy planes and prob-
ably destroyed or damaged a dozen more
in this frst strike at Formosa.

With forecasts of but three days of
good weather over the area within a
month, the 14th Air Force jumped into
high gear with a report from the weather
detachment that Thanksgiving Day would
be clear. On November 22 and 24 our
reconnaissance planes brought back pic-
tures of Shinchiku, revealing more than
eighty aircraft, mostly medium bombers,
on the field. On receipt of the first pic-
tures we called together our tactical air
staff and planned the day, approximate
time, fighter and bomber strength and the
;bomb load of the mission.

" On the morning of November 25,
fourteen Mitchells, six from a Chinese-

@ \merican squadron, took off from an ad-

ynce base and kept rendezvous with fif-
en fighters. The raiders then flew to the
B lina Sea coast where they dropped
wn to skim over the whitecaps to

t detection by Jap locators.
ccess of our mission at that point

£, May, 1944

hinged on surprise which, in turn, de-
pended upon perfect navigation. If
spotted, the mission could turn into a
costly failure since we were flying into 2
hornet's nest of Japanese air power.

Any anxiety, however, came to an end
when we hit the Formosa coastline at
precisely the right place and time. The
fighters dropped their auxiliary fuel tanks
and sped ahead in preparation for their
battles. Bombers and the trailing forma-
tion of fighters climbed to 1,000 feet for
their bombing and strafing attacks as the
entire formation lined up on the target.

A squadron of P-38 l]:ghters was lead-
ing, while the B-25s followed with their
loads of fragmentation bombs. A fighter
squadron came last to protect the Mitch-
ells from rear attacks.

Upon approaching the target the P-38
leader spotted a lazy traffic pattern of
ships waiting for landing instructions
over the field. With his first flight, he
joined the pattern, moved up on a bomb-
er's tail, pressed the gun button on the
stick, eased up behind another bomber,
squeezed the button again, banked
around to line up on a fighter just taking
off and squeezed the button again. Score:

L three Jap planes destroyed. Meanwhile,
his fellow pilots were knocking down
other ships. accounting for nine by the
time they had passed over the target.

So complete had been the surprise that
by \the time the second wave of P-38s
charged over the field they noticed some
200 Jap mechanics just breaking for

~ cover. In a deadly buzz job, this flight *

blasted ten more enemy planes into flames,

B-25s then dropped their fragmenta-
tion bombs among the parked planes and
scurrying mechanics. Three B-25s, bank-
ing away from the target, turned their
guns on a barracks area and an engineer-
gunner knocked down a Zero during the
action. The last two Zeros in the air were
shot down a moment later,

Despite smoke and flame over the tar-
get, the trailing fighter formation moved
over the field and fired five more Jap
bombers, probably destroyed a sixth and
damaged at least three more.

In three minutes of fast action nine-
teen bombers, cight fighters, two trans-
ports and one ‘Stuka dive bomber were
destroyed, one bomber probably destroyed
and three others damaged by gunfire in
the air. Fragmentation bombs riddled
and ignited between twenty and thirty
other planes on the ground.

The only damage received by our
planes were small arms hits on three
B-25s and a bent wing on a fighter which
hit a tree in its strafing run over the field.

Two Japanese versions of the raid were
broadcast. One newscaster reported an
attempted strike on Shinchiku airdrome
in which the Japanese forced the raiders
to turn back before reaching the field,
shooting down two American aircraft,
Another enemy radio report was less
modest. This broadcaster reported that
our bombers were forced to jettison their
bombs before reaching the target and all,
except one, were shot down, Such per-
verted claims were additional proof that
the Japs had been severely jolted.

It was a perfect raid. 1{
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By Capt. N. W. Pinney, Jr.

841+ Basic FLYING TRAINING SQUADRON, GUNTER FiELD, ALA,

I was relaxing at the club last night
after another six-hour, five-student Hy-
ing period aavd”just by chance I happened
to see his name in the evening paper.

There was quite a headline telling
about the big Ploesti raid, and in reading
it 1 caught one name that was very fa-
miliar. The story said something about
this pilot being
one of the war's
great aviators and
mentioned that he
had been flying a
B-24 when his
crew blasted their target 1o bits. I ran the
name through my mind again and again,
and at first I could not sort him out from
the many students 1 had helped train.
However, I knew he had been * one of my
boys” so I settled back comfortably and
tried to recall him more clearly,

As I went back a year or so, I remem-
bered him as a tall, skinny kid with an
unruly mop of hair. He was always get-
ting gigged for that hair, even if he did

30

An instructor's thoughts
after reading a headline.

get it cut once a week. When 1 first met
him on the line he seemed such a young,
awkward squirt that I wondered how he
had cver gotten by the 64. However,
what he lacked in good looks he more
than made up in brains and memory, and
he learned his procedures so well that I
soloed him long before the others,

It was one of
those crisp au-
tumn days when
we shot those fate-
ful duel landings
at the auxiliary
field. He managed to make enough fairly
good oncs to convince me he was ready
for solo. so we stopped by the stage-house.

I'll never forpet seeing the sweat running -

down his neck when I got out and leaned
into the rear cockpit to fasten the safety
belt across the seat. I knew he'd probably
be too nervous to remember to set the
trim so I set it myself and tried to be as
casual as possible when I climbed up to
talk to him. “OK, now,” I told him, “just

.

- place your base leg where we've been put-

ting it, remember to hold the nose level
to slow her down when you cut the gun,
ive it throttle if you bounce high and,
for God's sake, remember to reset the,
trim if you have to go around.”
Well, the kid sat there moistening his
lips and looking at me as if he were hcar-
ing the most important words since the
Sermon on the Mount. T gave him a tap
on the back and jumped off to walk over
to the bench while he shot me a nervous
look. Then he gave her the gun to taxi
and dusted me off very nicely.

He took one hcll of a long time to
check his mags and I recall wondering if
he was being unusually careful or just
trying to screw up his courage to take off.
‘Finally he did give it the gun (roughly
as usual) and I remember cussing at him
beeause it was cross-tee. I sweated him
out all around the traffic pattern and,
when he turned onto the base leg, T held
my breath until he closed the throttle.
He set her down exactly three-point,
something he had rarely done with me,
and taxied back to the stage-house with a
mile-wide grin that said, “Hell, man, I
can fly this thing!”

HEe shot two more solo landings which
he really greased in, and on the dual ride
back home I hadn't had to say a word to
him. He was obviously feeling his oats
as I could catch scratchy strains of "Off
we gooo, inta tha wile blooo yonderr. .,"”
and I had a funny feeling he would be
needing some deflating soon. Surely
enough, he began to get a little cocky, his
airwork started to go "in the pink,” and
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