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C0 B '1' 1 'I

Reaor wer aga n shattered b t e Roar n t 2 ts
d i g roh as 19 isaio w re oo leted by the gro p i
t h e 31 da p e r i o d . I t aa l l s f or n o at a t i c a l ge t o
aompute t at an average of bettsr ths 6 m ssio a ay wa
f .ow b y o - 2 0 t s . I t i s n o t b e e e d t at b b g oa p , '
wh e t h er i b e l t , me di m or a v y , oan t ch t s a e -

nt . d t b s wa a ac o l i ah e d wi t h ewe r a i r c r f t t an we r s
e r b e or e a a g e d t o t h a i t .

s was not he only racord thua brok , but 1®t
f i r s t e t h e op e r a t i on t he s e l e b e f o r e c l s t a t i a -
tical onors.

' h e ob a s s l e d t o t h e 3 t h Bo Gr oup wa s t wo -
old: (11 to w pe out t ae y atrong poeition rthe

Lu on d (2) to destroy st ategic target i Fo os . h̀i
was no ea y as ignme t, s e the gro d suppor operation

,
it as necessary to fly ae many a ll saio s oae ay,

' 1e the Fo o a strik a were lo range fli a t t ta e
t f l yi g r d us of an - 2 t o t he t mos t . T . s e l a t t e m s -
aio averaged we l over 1, 0 les, cessitating mo t a
6 h o s o a oa t u ou l y i p ar as i oa . e r a a t e r
o t C i a e a , a l on g t r e t ch b e t we n a or t h e on a
e ou t h er For o s a , was a r e c og e d r d .

G ou d support ssion flow in t s hectic
per i od ca ed r ve at i l t y and s i l l n f l ng , be oaus s
f l i ght o mat i ons woul d va y depend p© t t err ai n f e a-
t es i a d abont the ta get. lthou tne t ica -20

s s i on l owa at n al t i t de i t a et i m s be c m nec -
e s s ar t o b o ed um l e l at aa h e o ?, 00 t o
O,OOO fe t. e o ntaino a terrai at Ba uio a d Balets

Pa s s p r e c l u de d l ow al t i t de b o i an d t r a i . I n au
c a s e s a B- 2 5 wau l d l e ad e ach aq dr on av e r t i e a g e t aa a t . rr

- 2 0 ' s b o e d of f t 8 - 2 5 . h e e f e c t i n e a s o t h e s e e d-
i le el ba i gs was depe d nt tirely on the ac a acy o
t h b e a e r i n t h e l e a d B- 2 b . er i a l p ot oa t a e n d
these ssion revealed e cell at bo bin patte with t
target areas well covered.

1- , - •
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' T eee : t r es a ® or o e o t . . , .1 her e ol oae :s p t wa b e n - . ::, as a a t i . - - -
pr aed t t t h r o d at a t i .r at be a nt ac t

. .
. Th +s

ound s t a t e at e d t h e - 0 i t o t h ® t .
_ _.Ther e wer e a 'a t i c o poi t a t t o a t t ar get

. •
and ar s s e_ -'b i et ed b or

_
e e h aa s o a pa - -- - ,t i a d 'b e l o . . h a

. .
d s ca o s e d e - '

-
b s 4t p e] s o t h e g o d f c . at s - t hs p r

_
i o a -t a t , o .

b ar t i a e a 3.r ed t t arget :s ®t g
t O ' . ' . b cub l e e t or s t i c r .t e o t i t wi t h s b ba , ®r e t

, .
. g oo d a t d i g t s . e e ap o ho o : .

.
.

b o t h t he l ®t s ' g r d ob e r d. - ' .
-

. el e c d s p i s s t he or ir r s . . :ot t t
.

t de ae r a b i g a d s a o er -
_

t s t a get as r ®at ed b t hs d b s r . a ac,., ev®r , we t de e -t ho h e ®s t ed bg t o . .
a ® e . n - i

. n a a a ' l s s l o. - ° :

,
e e t r Op Oo ®1 r a t i 8 a w s . e t : t o a
a d a l uo bu l l at . 1 1s d t oo mi a t . -' -- a e mot pe t t e d a s i t l a s h e w a d r at -
a ob o s a d c s :c s d . . . -
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r
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- 3a a . - a ks o "t s nd, mage -
_ - era . . n ae
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i t h i p e o _.i e r s s pe i i ed b t

. r d o - e s s , -t -i nat u r e ab e t o s t h t s -' ,
•

.
aa i n t a t t i k . ow bo 3 s . -̀

t t e r o a ev r e . ow h n o t pa s b -
. -•t oo s p a t vns a a . s . ot b b g . c ,

t . g
' -.

b t o r 0 e , aa . o o h tppened, t e ' 'e t i .ve eae - ' -
_ . of t h e i r t r e a a a ar e t :

- - . . ,,
- , ' - r

. s or e s op t i g o e e e . - '•
.g ven o r s u a e er s . t o 6 r . ,- - - , - -.,. n t o B mb i a d i a pr v d b b h t he
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.
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.n i mum. n t h e e r or ' a bi r t da a rr i e d our p l an e a
ca rie flares w ch ware dropped over designated n em
concentrations at a si al rom the gro d station . The
raaaon : t e "great" occaeioa mig t give rise o ba ai
attacks by the Nips. T e larea were aupposed to de-ban ai
the enem .

Let us consider now the strategic t rgeta str ck
b t ® Roar 20's str er .

O 2 arch t ia gro p ooaducted the Pirst A-2U i
.s-aion ever lown over For osa. It as deai ed to ma e histor .1'h s t r i ke , h o e v e r , f e l l ah or t o e p e c t a t i on wh en K g i A/ D,the ssi nad t rget wa not hit. stead the n® 1 co tr ct d

ato A/D some 25 milea south was bombed. e disappointment
wa n ot i n t h e r e s u l t a o f t h i a m s s i on bu t r a t h e r t h e f a l e
to reach the pr y tar et. T e attack caused consider ble
destr ction to t m . n 25 arch the group a a n went
to For osa to attack the large eugar nd a'lcohol plant at
g oshito. Led by Lt. Col. ells, the ne Group Co nd n
O icer, the atrike resulted in the devastation o t hia i por-tant dustrial ta get. he bu ldings omprisi the plant
wea t u p n f l ame s an d smok e vi i b l e f o r 20 l e s af t e r l e a vi n
the tar et a a. lthough e fo ation successfully avoided
all now / concentrationa e oute to e target, the ®nem
sent up moderate to intense f e over th e plant that holed
10 out o 18 pla es in the group nd ahot o a one. The coa-
centratio of gun positiona about the targe wa® conaiderabl
ore tense and ore accurate than origi all est ted.ithal, the mission wa acco plished as ordered. 'he target
as destroyed. Subsequent photo iaterp ®tationa confi edthe destruction.

A intereati sid®light to t i mi sion was the
note orth achievemen t by Lt. Col. W lla who made an heroic
atte pt to effect rescue of a crew in d stresa. T e plan
piloted b Lt. Sc ult was hit over t e target area. He
nevertheless took his crippled plane over the tar et, re-
aining for ation until he ad dropped his bombs into the
sugar plant. ith flamea trea ng out of his left e gine
he headed north of Takao toward sea to ditch the b r i g plaae.Co l . We l l u r e d o ve r t h e f or a t i on t o t e n ex t aqua dr on
leader d b llo ed the da ged A-20. As it crossed the shore-
ne the en in e ell o th pl ne cauain.g it to cra h about
m le f om ahore. Col. ells de a lo pass over the dow ed

a i r c r a f t a s h e an d h i s g n er l o ok e d f or su r vi vor s . ' ey aaw
none. In the e nti e eae y ahors batteriea were aendiag a
barrage o ack-ack over 't e crash®d ship . Col. ells contacted
the Catdlina rescue pla e d dir cted it toward the craah n
the hope t t there ight be a ors. he pilot of the Cat-
alina, aeeing the ba age o ack-ack and the p ox ty o the

_ . ,- 4- , .
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.
s s upp o as g i v en i n ar e a a h ®r e t 'i g t i ng as - s t

b i t t e r . 'i'h e Ni p e r e e l l du i n at op t e r ou a . .it ain at B guio, Balete rass, Fer ndo nd Nag lian.h ® dai l p oun n s o t h e s e a t r ong c on c e t r a t i on b y o r
attack bombers enabled o r gro d troops to move into t
m orta t ci y of San Fe do l) as sell as a ilian .
ati g ell a ed a d ell aupplied ips ro these a eas

i s n o l l e a t , s i c e t h e y h a v e b e n ak i a de t ®r i n e d
etand at t ae points.

tot l o 18? separate ssions uere de oted to
suppo ing o r grov d troops. In moat af these trikes the
enemy i r ® a s l i t . ut t he danger of bei n h t by
a stray b let en Ply n a a itude ca not b
overlooked. It happ ned to L . Lo ea hose plane aas hit bi
g r o a d f i r e d a s f o r c e d t o d i t c h i n o l v e o Ba y . Fo r t u -
natel , the cre reacu d b a Gata na a ter m ki a
s u c c e s a .l c r a sh l a d g i n t h e at er .

I t a a b l a c k y en a m d- a i r c o1 1 , cu e d
b e t e a 2 - 20 ' s n e ar p a 11 on ? a h . 'h e `au e : pi l o t

r r or . n d Lt . De n D, r $ o , h o s e p l an e c o l l e d t h t h a t
o l at Lt . i l l a d C. o g , f h t l e a de r , ra f l . h a St h
ao bat m ssfon in n A- 0. Yilots are not a forded th oppor-t n t of or e t n on e s ch a or . I t i a on e 8 t r i k ® a d o t .T i one at ke cost th preciou l vea of 2 co bat cre S,ome t h i t N p a h av e a ot b e ab l e t o do a l l r c .

uch ep ce has been devoted o thes g o nd upport
m ssione b u e th y are not of the spectacular va iety a d
a qu ckl passed ov®r aa i i n fica t. owever, the c u-

, l t i ve e f e ct o 18? "pi ddl i g s t r i ke s ", t h h dr eds ot
d ol t i on , par ad s , f ra ent at i oa a d apal bomb a dt ped
on en po itio s and hu dre of t ousands o .5 a liber
a o spra ng th n m it deadly lead, h s been a tre n-do l porta t aetor in th s L on ca pai .

For th® first time its sto the . th Bombard-nt ro p bega ly n g t m s ions. ese oonsisted ot l y ng o ve r e e y p oa i t i on a s k u t i l a rn . u h t l
patrola kept t e ipe' a illery and mort s silenced iaathey ear®d to reve l th ir position® to the bor e -2 .Altho gh ovr patrolli planes car d ao bo bs the enedid not o that, a d their ire ua coneequently kept to a

.1) 3e hot os, p, z -

-3-
-

.
1

.
. .
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I

: . .

over a 230 le atr®tch of the outh C i ea om u on .
'h e g oup l ea de r u at n a vi g a t e p e r f e c t l d p i t e t s t o

c r o s s - wi n ds o v e r t hi a l e o r o t h e r ri s e he t r e a c h t h e

ehores of Formosa at a powerf lly de ended position and en-
cou ter enem fi . e t t l y to the t get a oid g
the y w concentrations of en em ack-ack e oute and

try to escape rad r detection . en th nu erous ugar

plants co regated in a mall area (a d the all look al k®
f r om t he a r ) h e u s t p i c k ou t t h a t ar g ®t b a e on of i t s
su ro ding terra n feat res. ® s ilarit o th ese featurea
i s en ou t o wor r y f o r a.t i on l a de r l oo i n o r a p a i c -
ular plan t. Although th® approaches to these targets are gen-
e r a l l e c e l l en t b e c au s e of t h .at t e a i n , b y t h e s a e t ok n
t h e a r c a t b e c a e mo r e u n er b l e t o e my A/ A due t o t h e
ab sence o de il ded area . To avoid isual detection t e

planes ust fl on the deck a d aga n this s ta et pot-
tin no m e n acco plia en . •

I f p l a e i s hi t a d s t o d h i t mu s t t t o
reach the watere off reate For o a. I it craah® on land,
e cap® d evaaion beco ea eatr el diffiault. ere ara

n o n a t i v or gu e r i l l a s t o a t t p t r e a cu e of a pi l ot f or c e d
down in For oea, a th re are in New u nea or the lip-
pine . At be t tho For osans are not friendl .

Air-sea rescu op rations play a i ortant role in
t i s t h e a t r e , b e c a e a y a c r i p pl e d a i r ar f t h as h ad t o e
ditched prior to reach ng on on its ret n trip . e e
reacue operation ar not hap-hazard a fairs. The ba ed

on p r e - r r a g e d ai gn a l a d c r e f l p l n i n . I ' p l an e i s
f or c ®d t o a r a h - l a d i n t h wa t e r a s r r ou d i we at ar n or
e ou t h e r Formo s a h a r a d o e s i s p o i t i on by u i g t h e t i
i a l a d of R k o l a s a r e r n c e p oi n t . '1'h .s i s l a d h a a
code name that es d l . ì'he pilvt in d stresa ll

o t h s d i s t a n c ® f r o t e i s l a nd , t h c o de n a n d h i a b e a r i g .
T s distress c l y be pic ed up b a Catali a orbiting
n e ar t h e at r i ke , or a aub ar e or b i t i ng n ea r t h ® r e f er n c ®
point or a 8-17 "Flging ta m n" ne r the reference po t.
In t water we t of For osa a Catal can land d effect

rescue because th e Yeacado a Chann l is compa tivelg ooth .
However, below Fo osa the ou h atera of the China Sea p -
clude t s ner of rescue and hence a ubmarine ia diapatched

to pick up aur ivora or, more r centl , a Fl in tc ma drop

a boat to t e downed orew .

(1) See ap, P • 3
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rho h ve b pl aae d on t h va i oua r .t s o t he i 't
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